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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OE  AGRICULTURE 
Uosther  Bureau - - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econcrnics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  CROP  GONDITIONS  2N  MOMTANA 

Fcr  tlie  Week  Eadia^  Toesdcy,  May  4,  iv57. 


issued  jointly  by  the  Division  cf  Crop  ana  Livestock  Esinnaios  ana  iho  Woatbor  t  uroau. 
Offices:  Fourih  Fioor,  Federal  Office  SuiS  ling,  Helena,  Montana. 


Showers  replenished  topsoil  moisture  in  western  and  some  southern  districts 
early  in  the  week.  The  remainder  of  the  State,  however,  went  practically  rainless, 
and  continues  in  need  of  good  rains  to  "bring  on  feed  and  crop  growth  and  to  keep 
topsoils  from  seriously  drying  out.  Good  rains  east  of  the  Divide  are  also  needed 
to  prevent  soil  blowing  and  furnish  water  for  livestock  and  irrigation.  In  Teton 
County,  irrigation  projects  are  reported  in  bad  shape,  with  several  reservoirs 
completely  dry.  Subsoils  remain  dry  or  with  little  moisture  reserve. 

Farm  v;ork  advanced  generally,  although  high  winds  and  dry  soils  hindered 
somewhat  in  the  east  and  wet  fields  retarded  seeding  a  little  in  the  west.  Seeding 
of  early  grains  and  sugar  beets  is  nearly  completed,  and  a  start  has  been  made  with 
peas.  Some  farmers  have  discontinued  seeding  of  grain  because  of  want  of  moisture 
in  seedeeds  and  the  presence  of  great  numbers  of  cutworms.  Summerfallowing  con¬ 
tinued  to  make  good  progress,  and  there  was  also  some  plowing  in  preparation  for 
corn. 


Growing  conditions  this  season  have  been  mostly  below  normal  because  of  cold 
weather  and  lack  of  moisture.  Abundant  sunshine  and  more  favorable  temperatures 
during  the  past  week,  however,  y/ere  considerable  heln  to  backward  vegetation. 

Winter  y/heat  has  stooled  well,  and  its  general  condition  ranges  from  fair  to  good. 
Considerable  is  spotted,  and  abandonment  will  likely  be  greater  than  c-arlier  antici¬ 
pated.  In  the  Square  Butte  district  in  Chouteau  County,  approximately  S5  cent 

of  the  winter  wheat  acreage  has  been  abandoned  and  reseeded  to  spring  wheat.  Early 
sowings  of  spring  wheat  are  through  the  ground,  with  stands  varying  from  poor  to 
good.  Irrigation  or  rp.in  will  probably  be  necessary  before  spring  crops  east  of 
the  Divide  show  satisfactory  stands.  Irrigation  of  sugar  beets  followed  planting 
in  the  drier  districts  of  the  north,  and  will  likely  be  resorted  to  in  other  dis¬ 
tricts  for  germination  purposes  unless  rains  occur  soon. 

Ranges  and  pastures  are  carrying  most  livestock,  but  the  grass  generally  is 
short,  and  in  the  east  thin  and  barely  sufficient  for  livestock  needs.  Some  rough- 
age  and  dry  feed  continues  to  be  fed  where  grass  is  Tate.  Rains  are  badly  needed 
for  grass  over  most  of  the  eastern  two-thirds  of  the  State. 

Livestock  are  picking  up  a  little  in  weight  where  new  feed  is  mere  plentiful. 
General  condition  of  livestock  ranges  from  faTr  in  the  east  to  mostly  good  in  the 
west.  Some  marketing  has  occurred  in  north-central  districts,  where  prospects  for 
summer  feed  have  appeared  poor.  Weather  conditions  this  spring  have  been  mostly 
fa.vorable  for  livestock.  What  losses  have  occurred  have  resulted  mostly  from  the 
la.ck,  nr  the  poor  quality,  of  feed.  Weather  conditions  during  the  past  week  were 
excellent  for  lambing  operations,  and  the  early  start  of  shearing  in  the  northwest. 

Reports  on  insect  pests  indicate  little  change  from  last  week's  situation. 
Cricket  poisoning  work  increased  to  some  extent  with  generally  favorable  results. 


Y/SEKLY  TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA 


Stat ion 

Temperature 

Total  pre 

cipitation 

Sunshin 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  week. 

Since  April  1. 

percent  of  ; 

Billings  . 

79 

33 

0.74 

* 

Bozeman  . 

72 

32 

C .  55 

2.42 

* 

Cut  Bank  . 

80 

32 

0.42 

* 

Fort  Peck  . 

77 

31 

c.oi 

0.35 

* 

Glendive  . 

78 

34 

0.07 

0.42 

* 

Great  Falls  . . . 

80 

36 

0.02 

0.22 

Ha.vre  . 

SO 

4o 

0  .01 

:.3i 

84 

HELENA  . 

78 

33 

0.28 

0.57 

77 

Kali spell  . 

76 

32 

0 . 3'h 

1.22 

72 

Lewis town  . 

78 

32 

T 

0.55 

* 

Malta  . 

79 

27 

0.03 

0.76 

* 

Miles  City  .  .  .  . 

76 

36 

0 . 23 

S.Sl 

60 

Missoula,  . 

82 

30 

0.19 

0.93 

62 

Poplar  . 

78 

22 

0.10 

0.4s 

* 

*No  data. 


Series  1937  -  No .  5 . 
May  5,  1937. 

Helena,  Montana. 


W.  E.  Maughan,  Vifeather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  liamond.  Division  of  Crop  and 

Livestock  Estimates. 
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The  following  county  summaries  ef  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  May  1,  1937 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State  Exten¬ 
sion  Service: 

BEAVEBHEAD:  Warmer,  with  rain  and  wet  snow  generally  throughout  the  county. 

Some  crops  in;  outlook  for  grass  is  favorable,  with  the  additional 
moisture  and  warmer  temperature.  Most  of  the  fed  livestock  has  been  delivered. 
Livestock  in  good  condition. 

BIG  H  ORU;  Light  precipitation,  but  high  winds  sapped  moisture  and  cool  nights 

kept  growing  conditions  below  average.  Winter  wheat  fair;  spring  wheat 
uncertain.  Crops  nearly  all  seeded,  except  beans,  potatoes,  etc.  All  sugar  beets 
will  probably  be  irrigated  up.  Range  greening  up,  but  grass  is  slow.  Livestock 
on  the  range,  but  grass  rather  short.  Crickets  menacing,  and  control  campaign 
under  way. 

BLAINE :  Past  week  cloudy,  cool,  and  extremely  windy.  No  precipitation.  Grovi^ing 
conditions  poor.  Field  work  in  the  irrigated  section  is  progressing 
rapidly.  Beet  seeding  is  about  6c^  completed.  Soil  conditions  m.aking  it  necessary 
to  irriga-te  the  beets  up.  Seeding  on  dryland  is  progressing  slowly  in  many  cases 
due  to  high  winds.  Many  operators  are  delaying  seeding  on  account  of  lack  of  mois¬ 
ture,  also  the  possibility  of  cut  worms.  Livestock  have  not  improved  since  last 
week.  Range  grass  slow,  but  in  many  cases  the  stock  has  now  been  turned  on  the 
range,  principally  due  to  shortage  of  hay.  A  good  general  rain  throughout  the  coun¬ 
ty  needed  very  badly,  otherwise  conditions  are  going  to  be  serious  within  a  short 
time . 

CARBON :  Cool  weather,  with  very  light  showers  and  dry  winds  m.ost  of  the  week. 

Alfalfa  winter  killed  in  many  sections.  Winter  wheat  progressing  in  good 
shape.  Spring  seeding  practically  finished.  Grasshopuers  and  crickets  hatching. 

The  cricket  campaign  is  getting  under  way,  with  a  large  acreage  infested.  Range 
conditions  none  too  good;  some  grass  apparently  killed  out.  Livestock  in  fair 
shap  e . 

CA-SCADE :  High,  cold  winds  and  no  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  unfavorable 
for  germination  of  seed  and  crops  already  started.  Seeding  of  snring 
crops  continues.  Sugar  beets  will  be  irrigated  up  unless  ra.in  comes  soon.  Grass 
near  the  foothills  is  sufficient  to  care  for  some  livestock,  but  need  additional 
moisture.  Crickets  hatching  in  large  numbers  and  new  areas  now  reporting  out¬ 
breaks.  Preparations  are  under  way  to  start  dusting  the  first  of  next  week.  Live¬ 
stock  are  in  fair  to  good  shape,  except  vihere  feed  is  scarce  in  the  north  and 
western  parts  of  the  county.  The  labor  situation  is  normal. 

CHOUTEAU :  Weather  dry,  with  unusually  high  vunds  doing  considerable  damage  to 

soils  and  crops.  Winter  wheat  making  slow  growth.  One  community,  Sq.- 
Butte  Bench,  was  reported  o'^fo  winter  wheat  failure.  Spring  seeding  under  v/ay, 
with  some  farmers  hesitating  to  plant  due  to  lack  of  moisture.  Summer  fallow  oper¬ 
ations  about  one-third  to  one-half  completed.  Livestock  has  been  turned  on  to  the 
ranges,  but  grass  is  very  short.  Mormon  cricket  infestation  very  bad.  Organiza¬ 
tion  work  completed  and  field  work  starting  along  a  4o  mile  front  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  county  May  1. 

CUSTER  -  PQYi/DER  RIVER :  Temperatures  mostly  too  cool  for  good  growth.  Two  days  of 

high  winds  followed  by  a  few  light  local  showers.  Seeding 
of  spring  crops  halted  for  want  of  more  moisture.  Winds  have  caused  soil  blowing 
in  cultivated  areas.  No  spring  grain  crops  up.  More  alfalfa  being  reported  dead; 
sugar  beets  in  and  growers  preparing  to  irrigate  if  rains  are  late.  Grass  making 
slow  growth.  More  moisture  and  warmer  weather  needed  in  m.any  areas.  All  stock 
turned  out.  Sheep  are  doing  better  than  cattle.  La.mbing  under  v/ay,  with  fair 
crop  in  prospect.  Mormon  crickets  present  in  large  numbers,  with  some  damage  re¬ 
ported.  A  few  reports  of  grasshoppers  to  date. 

DANIELS :  Light  precipitation,  following  heaviest  wind  and  dust  storm  of  the  season. 

Very  cold  and  dry.  Present  soil  moisture  sufficient  to  germinate  seeds 
planted  deep,  but  more  is  needed  to  keep  plants  alive.  Seeding  in  most  areas  well 
along,  yet  m.any  farmers  are  now  delaying  further  seeding  operations  pending  rain¬ 
fall.  Too  cold  and  dry  for  grass  growth,  necessitating  further  feeding  of  live¬ 
stock.  Some  calf  and  cow  losses.  Range  lambing  in  full  swing  next  week.  Green 
grass  needed.  Ample  labor  to  fill  demands.  No  indication  of  hoppers  or  crickets. 

DAWSON :  Heavy  winds,  with  light  scattered  showers.  Temperatures  generally  low. 

Field  work  continued  heavy  throughout  the  week  with  large  part  of  wheat 
seeding  completed  and  a  considerable  portion  of  other  small  grains.  Planting  of 
forage  crops  is  in  progress  and  considerable  acreage  is  being  plowed.  Grass  still 
insufficient  and  a  number  of  herds  being  fed  dried  roughage.  Lambing  has  started 
with  early  reports  indicating  not  too  favorable  results. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  High  winds.  Cool  temperatures.  Growing  corRitions  not  too 

favorable.  Soil  blowing  in  some  areas.  Not  much  change  in  crop 
conditions  since  last  week;  growth  slow.  Moisture  conditions  not  too  favorable. 
Lambing  operations  are  under  way  in  southern  Carter  County.  Grass  poor  to  fair 
for  lambing  operations;  will  have  a  very  noticeable  effect  on  lamb  crop.  Both 
lamb  and  calf  crop  will  be  short. 

FERGUS :  Dry  and  cold.  Crops  not  making  normal  growth.  Spring  wheat  seeding  over 
half  completed  with  sufficient  moisture  to  start  larger  percentage  of  it. 
Winter  v;heat  in  stubble  continues  fair.  Over  ^Ofo  9f  the  winter  wheat  on  fallow  has 
been  reseeded;  some  fields  spotted  and  not  reseeded;  few  fields  good.  Grass  sl^w. 
Alfalfa  sta.rting;  badly  damaged  by  winter  kill.  Most  livestock  finding  feed  even 
though  grass  is  short.  Good  weather  has  allowed  percentage  of  loss  to  be  small. 
Stock  beginning  to  gain  in  flesh.  Mormon  crickets  hatched  in  some  areas.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  reported  in  scattered  areas.  n  n 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Condit io lifts  f or  week  ending  May  1,  1937  -  Page  2. 

FUATHEAP :  General  rain  with  enough  to  soak  the  ground  several  inches.  Weather 

very  cool,  retarding  crop  growth.  The  seeding  of  much  grain  being 
delayed  until  warmer  weather.  Livestock  conditicn  good,  with  grass  coming  on  in 
good  shape  in  most  parts  of  the  county.  Sheep  shearing  has  started,  with 
weights  Slightly  better  than  the  average. 

GARE lELP  -  PETROLEfTM;  High  winds;  moderate  temperatures;  no  precipitation. 

Growing  conditions  poor  to  fair.  Severe  soil  drifting 
causing  damage  to  early  seeded  crops  in  limited  areas.  Cron  conditions  are  sub- 
narmal  and  the  acreage  seeded  will  be  somewhat  short.  Some  livestock  now  on  the 
open  range,  and  because  of  small  numbers  will  be  able  to  obtain  sufficient  forage 
from  rather  thin  range  grass. 

C-L  AC  I ER  :  Temperatures  mild.  Heavy  rains  in  western  part  of  county  Wednesday 

night.  Some  snowbanks  in  northern  part  of  county.  Field  work  going 
strong.  Grass  coming  along  rapidly.  Stockmen  listing  surplus  hay  for  sale.  Out¬ 
side  sheepmen  preparing  to  bring  stock  in  for  summ^er  range.  Lamb  crops  good  due 
to  good  feed.  Calving  well  along.  Stockmen  who  ran  short  of  feed  reporting  some 
trouble,  but  stockmen  that  wintered  well  have  a  good  calf  crop.  Labor  balanced. 

No  further  reports  of  cutworms,  hoppers,  or  crickets. 

HILL:  -  Trace  of  precipitation.  of  f^e  wheat  seeded  in  the  east  half  of  the 

county;  75%  seeded  in  the  west  half.  High  winds  early  part  of  the  week 
caused  some  soil  blowing.  No  renort  of  any  crops  being  blown  out  as  yet.  Grass 
making  very  slow  start  on  ranges.  Range  stock  in  Just  fair  condition. 

JUDITH  BASIN :  Growing  conditions  poor;  t e.mperatures  cool;  high  winds.  Precipita¬ 
tion  slight.  Local  showers  and  snow  in  western  part  of  county. 

Soil  moisture  below  normal.  Drouth  serious  in  central  and  eastern  parts  of  county. 
Soil  blowing  badly.  Spring  wheat  seeding  well  under  way;  many  delaying  on  account 
of  worms.  Vifinter  wheat  shows  indications  of  less  than  survival,  practically 
all  livestock  on  range.  Grass  growing  slowly.  Calving  and  lambing  about  com¬ 

pleted.  Indications  Tooint  to  a  good  lamb  crop.  Crickets  hatching  in  foothill 
areas  in  large  numbers. 

LAKE :  -  Early  part  of  week  clear  and  warm;  latter  part  windy  and  cooler  with 

occasional  showers.  Growing  conditions  improved  over  a  week  ago. 

Alfalfa  and  clover  started.  Snring  grains  being  seeded  as  fast  as  weather  permits. 
Sugar  beet  seeding  about  5'^'%  completed.  A  few  winter  wheat  stands  look  good,  but 
most  fields  show  about  6C^  stand.  Cattle  improving  in  condit ion , with  improvement 
in  grass.  Lambing  mostly  completed.  Cricket  organization  being  completed  with 
plans  to  start  poisoning  rsxt  week. 

LEY/ IS  CLARK  BROADWATER :  Rains  in  both  counties  helped  growing  conditions 

considerably.  Warmer  weather  toward  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  combined  with  moisture  improved  both  the  crop  and  grass  situation  in 
both  counties.  Spring  field  work  activities  increased  due  to  more  confidence  in 
seasonal  moisture  and  warmer  v.'eather.  Some  reseeding  of  v/inter  wheat.  Lambing 
in  full  sv;ing.  Calf  crop  normal.  Wintered  .stock  moving  back  to  home  ranges. 

Stock  in  fair  condition  considering  lateness  of  spring  weather  and  grass. 

MADISON  &  JEFFERSON :  Beneficial  rains  and  fnows  greatly  improved  growing  and 

moisture  conditions.  Many  fields  of  winter  wheat  are  badly 
spotted,  with  only  a  few  escaping  serious  winter  injury.  Early  planted  grains  are 
up  in  most  localities,  but  quite  a  large  amount  of  grain  remains  to  be  planted  in 
Madison  County.  Farmers  who  have  water  available  are  pushing  irrigation,  while 
many  others  expect  to  start  during  the  coming  week  or  as  soon  as  water  is  turned 
in  canals.  Many  stockmen  experienced  serious  difficulties  with  stock  during  past 
week.  Many  are  out  of  hay  and  found  it  difficult  to  locate  adequate  sunplies. 
Mormon  crickets  hatched  in  vicinity  of  Whitehall  during  forepart  of  week,  and 
offer  very  serious  problem,  as  many  thousands  of  acres  are  heavily  infested. 

MEAGHER :  Few  showers,  otherwise  warm  drying  days  with  little  wind.  Grass  starting 
to  grow,  plowing  and  other  farming  operations  well  started.  Winter 
grains  doing  nicely.  Range  coming  along  fine.  LambintT  well  under  way.  Generally, 
all  stock  in  fair  condition.  Supply  exceeds  demand  a  little  because  of  strangers 
coming  in  anticipating  working  in  lambing  sheds. 

MISSOULA:  Hot  and  dry  first  and  last;  cool  and  stormy  middle  of  week.  Some  rain 

and  snow;  generally  excellent  growing  conditions.  Spring  crops  probably 
70%  seeded.  Alfalfa  starting  to  grov/.  Winter  wheat  that  was  not  killed  out  is 
making  good  growth.  Considerable  land  in  Frenchtov/n  area  being  prepared  for  irri¬ 
gation  under  their  new  project,  pastures  improved  materially  during  week.  Rodent 
control  campaign  in  full  swing. 

IVIUSSEL SHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  Dry;  high  winds;  soil  blowing.  At  present  it  looks 

like  a  renetition  of  the  -past  four  or  five  years. 

Cut  worms  working  on  winter  wlieat  in  four  communities.  The  balance  of  the  winter 
wheat  looks  very  good  s»  far,  providing  the  cut  worms  do  not  get  into  those  fields. 
Crop  conditions  this  year  are  not  as  good  as  last.  Grasshoppers  showing  up  in 
small  areas,  also  Mormon  crickets.  Cattle  thin;  some  very  heavy  losses.  There  is 
a  little  green  grass,  and  it  seems  to  weaken  cattle  very  materially.  Lambing  Just 
starting.  Five  bands  of  sheep  brought  back  to  Musselshell  and  Golden  Valley  coun¬ 
ties  that  were  fed  elsewhere  during  the  v;inter.  Too  early  to  tell  anything  about 
the  1  amb  crop  . 

PHILLIPS :  High  winds.  Trace  of  precipitation.  Weather  remains  cool.  Seeding 

about  half  completed  on  dry  land,  planting  sugar  beets  in  the  valley. 
Livestock  condition  fair.  Plenty  of  stock  water,  but  very  little  grass. 

(Continued  on  Page  3O 
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County  pummar ies  of  Crop  Conditions  for  week  ending  May  1,  1937  -  Page  3» 

PONDERA :  Precipitation  in  northeast  section  of  the  county,  one-half  inch.  Light 
shower  over  the  central  portion  and  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  county, 
averaging  approximately  -35  inch  in  the  western  portion.  About  55  cent  of  the 
wheat  is  seeded,  and  all  seeding  will  he  completed  next  week.  Summer  fallow  opera¬ 
tions  have  begun.  Oat  and  barley  supplies  are  dwindling.  Big  demand  for  mixed 
perennial  grasses  and  alfalfa  and  sweet  clover.  Moisture  reserves  will  average  12 
inches  in  east  end  of  county  down  to  approximately  6  inches  through  the  west  half 
of  the  county,  and  will  materially  benefit  crop  production  in  the  east  half,  which 
was  dried  out  in  1936- 

Range  grass  is  starting  to  come  and  will  furnish  some  feed  for  livestock 
as  of  May  1st.  Stockmen  are  attempting  to  hold  off  more  or  less  another  week  in 
order  to  give  the  grass  a  start.  No  livestock  shipments.  Limbing  on  larger  ranches 
beginning;  farm  flocks  practically  completed.  Labor  balanced. 

PRAIRIE  :  V/eather  and  crop  conditions  unfavorable,  with  severe  wind  and  dust  storms 
Tuesday  and  V/ednesday.  A  light  drizzle  Thursday,  which  left  little  mois¬ 
ture  but  raised  hopes.  Seeding  of  wheat  is  almost  completed,  with  nearly  normal 
acreages  being  seeded  on  the  better  benches  and  wheat  soils.  Considerable  feed 
crops  will  be  planted.  Range  grasses  making  little  or  no  growth.  Grass  south  of 
the  Yellowstone  River  better  than  grass  north  of  the  river,  where  the  start  is 
barely  perceptible.  Stock  thin;  necessary  to  feed  conGentra,tes  as  y-^t.  Limbing 
due  to  start  this  week.  Ewes  a,re  in  better  condition  than  the  cattle,  but  need 
green  grass.  Supply  of  labor  amnle. 

RICHLAND :  Temperatures  generally  moderate  during  entire  week.  Hard  drying  winds 

during  forepart  of  week.  General  rains  over  county  during  Thursday  and 
Friday,  which  improved  the  crop  outlook.  However,  depth  of  soil  moisture  not 
materially  affected.  About  two-thirds  of  the  small  grain  croos  have  been  seeded  in 
the  dryland  areas.  It  is  expected  that  a  sma.ll  shift  in  acreage  from  wheat  to  other 
small  grains  will  take  place.  Some  grasshopoers  reported  to  be  hatching  in  northern 
part  of  county.  Sugar  beet  acreage  situation  changed  some;  nearer  norma.1  acreage 
expected.  Livestock  situation  unchanged. 

ROOSEICELT :  Very  light  precipitation  April  29,  but  not  enough  to  alter  the  soil 

moisture  situation.  Early  wheat  showing  green.  Several  farmers  report 
all  wheat  seeding  completed,  but  the  majority  are  battling  the  193^  thistles  and 
seeding  is  slow.  Seed  situation  not  acute.  Pastures  and  ranges  need  spring  mois¬ 
ture  to  start.  All  livestock  thin  and  vainly  hunting  for  good  pasture. 

RQ SEBUD :  Trace  of  precipitation  last  week.  High  winds  first  half  of  wf'-ek.  Range 
grass  practically  at  standstill  due  to  cold  dry  weather.  Early  seeding 
of  spring  grain  coming  up.  Seeding  of  spring  grain  and  sugar  beets  about  three- 
fourths  completed.  Seeding  Deing  generally  curtailed  due  to  unfa.vorable  moisture 
conditions  and  expected  insect  da,mage .  Cattle  generally  in  poor  condition;  some 
feeding  still  necessary.  Light  calf  crop  expected.  Army  worms  appearing  in  some 
localities . 

SANDERS :  Average  temperature  some  higher  during  past  week,  but  still  too  cold  for 
good  growing  conditions.  Only  a  trace  of  precipita.t  ion .  Moisture  condi¬ 
tions  very  good  in  west  half  of  county;  east  half,  low  moisture  supply.  AH  crops 
backward  due  to  continued  cold  weather.  Winter  v^heat  in  good  condition  and  making 
slaw  groT^rth.  Spring  seeding  well  advanced.  E^rly  seeding  coming  up.  Meadows  quite 
green,  but  slew  growing.  Livestock  on  lower  ranges,  v/hich  are  improving  to  fair 
carrying  capacity.  Crickets  hatching  in  large  numbers  over  wide  areas  of  range 
lands.  No  crickets  reported  on  crop  lands. 

STILLWATER :  Cold  and  windy.  Grass  a.nd  v/inter  wheat  slow  in  starting.  .22  inch 

precipitation  in  Columbus  Thursday  night.  Although  moisture  is  suffi¬ 
cient  at  present  time,  the  v;ind  causes  excessive  evaporation.  Winter  wheat  nros- 
pects  only  fair,  with  considerable  damage  being  reported  by  cutworms  and  army  worms. 
Less  feedin.^’  :'f  livestock  with  new  grass  coming  on. 

SUN  HVIH  -PROJECT :  Light  showers  during  the  week,  totaling  .  I5  inch.  General  east 

wind  most  of  the  week.  Irrigated  fields  in  poor  moisture  con¬ 
dition  f;r  seeding.  Most  farmers  irrigating  before  planting.  Livestock  still  on 
dr\  i-'-e-i.  Labor  ample  to  ta.ke  care  of  all  needs  at  the  present  time. 

SVvDET  GRASS  :  Just  a  tro.ce  of  prec  iuitat  ion .  Two  days  of  good  growing  weather; 

the  balance  cloudy  and  cool,  growing  conditions  poor.  Soil  condition 
for  seed  beds  is  excellent;  plenty  of  moisture  and  soil  mellow.  Spring  wheat  seed- 
ing  9''fo  seeded.  Some  oats  and  grass  seeds  sown.  Approximately  15'^  of  winter  wheat 
kilj.ed  due  to  insufficient  moisture' on  account  of  cold  weather.  Early  lambing  85^ 
C'V:;-. ;  3t,ed.  Sheep  75/&  '^'O-t  on  grass,  with  very  little  hay.  Cattle  mainly  in  poor 
co'unition.  Crickets  75^  hatched.  Will  start  control  campaign  as  soon  as  weather 
is  i.warmer. 

TETON :  A  few  scattered  shov/ers  this  week;  the  eastern  part  of  the  county  had  .3I 

inch  precipitation.  Temperatures  have  been  considerably  higher  than  for  the 
previous  week.  For  the  first  half  of  the  week,  we  had  cold  raw  winds.  Early  seeded 
wheat  in  the  ea.stern  part  of  the  county  is  coming  up  nicely.  Seeding  has  been  in 
full  swing  in  most  communities  with  the  exception  of  irrigated  areas.  Considerable 
number  have  suspended  seeding  opera.tions  due  to  la.ck  of  moisture  in  seed  bed. 
Irrigated  projects  in  this  part  of  the  county  are  in  bad  shape,  there  being  no  water 
in  the  Bynum  reservoir  nor  any  in  the  other  reservoirs.  Grass  is  short;  just  places 
where  there  were  snow  banks  grass  is  commencing  to  come  up.  Livestock  conditions 
are  none  too  good.  Ranchers  will  be  forced  to  feed  concentrates  or  hay  for  some 
time  yet.  (Continued  on  Rage  4.} 
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TOOLE :  Weather  cloudy  most  of  week.  Trace  of  precipitation.  Crop  tv/o-thirds 

seeded.  Most  farmers  will  finish  this  week.  Some  Mormon  crickets  along 
Marias  River. 

VATiTiEY :  Weather  mostly  clear,  with  trace  of  precipitation.  High  virinds  during  most 

of  the  week  resulted  in  severe  soil  erosion  in  many  areas.  Temperatures 
about  normal,  but  too  low  for  rapid  plant  growth.  Moisture  conditions  very  unfavor¬ 
able.  Serious  deficiency  of  sub-soil  moisture,  with  average  of  2  -  4"  in  top  soil. 
Seeding  in  irrigated  section  for  most  part  in  full  swing.  Dryland  farmers  seeding 
only  part  of  normal  acreage  and  awaiting  rain  necessary  to  keep  it  alive.  Serious 
shortage  of  feed;  continued  buying  and  feeding  of  hay  and  concentrates.  Very  little 
new  grass  available,  and  sheepmen  worried  about  lambing.  Some  inquiries  as  to  pos¬ 
sible  sources  of  summer  pasture  and  other  feed.  Little  call  for  labor. 

YfflEATLAHD :  Some  moisture  received  in  the  south  and  west  portion  of  the  county. 

Somewhat  warmer  during  the  past  week.  Eield  work  started  in  all  por¬ 
tions  of  the  county.  Fa.ir  grass  in  southern  and  eastern  portions  of  county;  grass 
very  backward  in  the  western  pa.rt  of  county. 

W IBAUX :  Very  cool  weather  during  the  week.  Trace  of  precipitation.  Poor  growing 
conditions.  Very  little  improvement  in  grass.  V/heat  seeding  is  pretty 
well  finished.  Some  grain  needs  top  moisture  before  it  will  start.  Oats  and  barley 
seeding  commencing,  with  indications  a  normal  planting  will  be  made.  Livestock 
about  the  same.  Ranges  not  improving  because  of  cool  weather. 

YELLOWSTONE :  General  growing  conditions  fair.  High  winds  continue  to  sap  moisture 
from  the  ground,  with  no  precipitation  to  speak  of  in  the  form  of 
rain  or  snow.  Winter  wheat  growing  and  of  about  average  stand.  Sufficient  warm 
weather  throughout  the  week  to  give  considerable  growth.  Approximately  9C>^  of  all 
beets  seededjin  the  lower  end  of  the  valley,  may  be  necessary  to  irrigate  up  some  of 
the  beets.  Spring  grains  mostly  up,  with  good  stands  reported.  Most  gardeners 
have  considerable  acreage  of  truck  gardens  up  and  good  stands  reported.  Grass  grow¬ 
ing  over  range  and  seems  to  have  withstood  drouth  and  hoppers  of  last  year  in  good 
shape.  Livestock  looking  good.  Good  lamb  percentage  reported.  Cricket  fighting 
in  twenty-seven  communities  in  Yel'Lowstone  County.  Approximately  sixty  men  working, 
and  double  that  amount  to  be  in  the  field  next  week.  Grasshopper  survey  made 
indicates  that  there  will  be  no  serious  early  grasshopper  damage  in  the  irrigated 
area. 


Helena,  Montana, 
May  5,  1937. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 
Weathor  Bureau — Bureau  of  Agricultural  Econo'id  cs 


REFORl'  OF  WEATHER  ANB  CROP  GOI^DITIOI^JN  MONTANA 

For  tlie  Week  Ending  'I'jii.sday,  May  11,  1937. 


issued  jointly  by  the  Divtsicn  of  Crap  ana  Livestock  ^.siiir.aies  ana  iho  Woaiher  taraeu. 
Cfiices:  Fourth  Hoar,  FcdGrc:  tifice  Duifding,  helena,  fucntana. 


Some  liffht  sho'.Yers  occurred  in  the  State  during  the  week  ending  May  11th, 
but  generally  the  period  lA'as  mostly  dry  and  mild.  Strong  winds  continued  to 
deplete  soil  moisture.  Temperatures  were  variable  but  above  normal.  Light  to 
heavy  frosts  occurred  in  the  western  and  north-central  districts  on  the  6th, 
i  and  9'th'  lut  little  damage,  if  any,  resulted  because  of  backward  development  of 
!  the  more  susceptible  vegetation. 

Seeding  of  spring  grain  is  nearly  finished  except  where  farmers  are  wait¬ 
ing  for  moisture,  or  where  fields  in  a  few  low  places  in  the  Gallatin  and  other 
valleys  remain  too  wet.  planting  of  corn  and  potatoes  has  begun.  Feed  crops, 
beans,  and  late  garden  stuff  will  be  planted  later  in  the  month.  Sugar  beets  are 
being  irrigated  up  generally.  Considerable  irrigation  of  other  crops,  pastures, 
and  haylands  is  also  under  way.  A  shortage  of  irrigation  water  already  exists  in 
a  fey/  districts,  and  appears  likely  soon  for  other  districts  because  of  the  defic¬ 
iency  of  last  winter's  mountain  snowfall.  Su/nmorfal]  owing  progressed  satisfactorily, 
with  this  operation  largely  completed  now  in  several  of  the  north-central  counties. 

Grov/ing  conditions  were  reported  good  to  excellent  west  of  the  Divide,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  Southwest,  but  were  poor  and  mostly  unfavorable  throughout 
the  eastern  and  north-central  sections  because  of  continued  and  increasing  dryness. 
Winter  wheat  and  rye  made  further  growth,  but  soils  are  becoming  too  dry  east  of  the 
Divide.  Winter  wheat  is  reported  better  than  a  year  ago  in  the  Gallatin  Valley, 
j  and  is  doing  well  in  several  other  districts.  On  the  other  hand,  further  losses 
were  reported  from  Cascade  County  where  conditions  looked  good  a  month  ago,  and  the 
estimate  of  abandonment  for  the  State  as  a  whole  was  increased  to  around  35^- 
Spring  wheat  is  coming  up  in  good  shape  west  of  the  Divide,  but  is  uneven  to  the 
east.  It  is  still  doing  well  in  the  Northeast,  but  v/ill  need  rain  soon.  Asparagus 
i  and  rhubarb  are  ready  for  market  in  the  Missoula  region.  Trees  are  leafing  gener¬ 
ally,  and  apples  a.re  breaking  slowly  into  bloom. 

pastures  and  ranges  are  reported  doing  well  in  the  W<=st,  but  continue  badly 
in  need  of  good  rains  east  of  the  Divide.  Fla-thead  County  reports  an  abundance  of 
new  feed.  Range  grass  apuears  dead  in  several  southeastern  districts,  but  consider- 
:  able  revival  will  likely  occur  if  good  May  and  June  rains  follow.  Alfalfa  reports 
vary;  v/interkilling  of  considerable  acreage  occurred  in  southern  coimties.  Favor¬ 
able  sunshine  and  temperature  conditions  during  the  past  week  helped  alfalfa, 
legirmes,  and  clover. 

Livestock  ga.inei  during  the  week.  Improvement  through  the  East  was  slight, 
however,  for  much  of  the  stock  in  that  area  are  still  thin,  and  repaired  to  cover 
much  ground  to  secure  adequate  amount  of  feed.  Lack  of  feed  on  the  home  ra.nge  has 
necess itcoted  movemient  to  summer  range  much  earlier  than  usual.  In  Teton  County, 
the  coniition  of  livestock  is  the  poorest  in  several  years.  Condition  of  livestock 
y/est  of  the  Divide  is  good.  7/ea,ther  conditions  continued  unusually  favorable  for 
lambing  and  calving  operations,  but  lateness  of  green  feed  has  been  unfavorable  for 
ewes.  Much  eastern  rangeland  v/ill  not  be  restocked  until  mioisture  and  feed  condi¬ 
tions  have  improved  decidedly. 

Soils  have  v/armei  sufficiently  to  bring  on  more  rapid  hatching  of  grasshop¬ 
pers,  but  no  serious  infesta,tions  have  been  reported  to  date.  Mormon  crickets  are 
infesting  greater  area  this  season.  Additional  cricket  poisoning  crews  have  started 
work,  with  Big  Horn,  Yellov/stone ,  Carbon,  Cascade,  and  Chouteau  Counties  leading  in 
the  control  work. 


VfflEKLY  TSi/IPEEATUEE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA 


Station 

Temperature 

Total  pre 

cipitat  ion 

Sunshine 

Hif^’hest 

Lowest 

This  v/eek. 

Since  April  1. 

Percent  of  Possible 

Bill ings  .... 

SC 

33 

C'.08 

0.82 

* 

Bo  zeman  . 

. . .  70 

36 

0.39 

2.81 

* 

Cut  Bank  .... 

.  ..  73 

28 

■^.28 

C.7- 

Fcrt  Peck  .  .  . 

S2 

36 

T 

0.35 

* 

Glendive  .... 

.  ..  85 

32 

:.02 

0.44 

* 

Great  Falls  . 

. . .  79 

32 

T 

0.22 

Havre  . 

. ..  73 

36 

0.l4 

0.45 

82 

HELENA  . 

, ..  73 

35 

'".10 

0.67 

77 

Kalispell  .  .  . 

. ..  72 

3" 

-•34 

1.56 

76 

Lewistown  .  .  . 

. . .  74 

32 

j.05 

0.61 

Malta  . 

S2 

36 

0.C2 

0.7s 

* 

Miles  City  . . 

82 

33 

0.18 

0.99 

74 

Missoula  .... 

. ..  76 

32 

0.25 

1.18 

72 

Poplar  . 

.  ..  83 

31 

m 

X 

0 . 4s 

Series  -  1937  -No.  6.  data. 

May  12,  1937.  W.  E-  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Helena,  Montana.  jay  G-  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 

Estimates . 
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The  following  co'onty  summaries  of  crop’con'dl'lic'hs" 'fo  r' t'he’ we''ek'’ eh(lihg~May  6, 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service: 

BEAVSRHEAJ) :  Warmer  past  week;  no  precipitation;  temperature  and  moisture  favorable 
for  grass  growth.  Seeding  inder  way;  grass  fair  to  good,  except  in  a 
few  sections  where  it  is  still  slow.  May  lamhing  st''-rted;  good  calf  crops  reoorted. 

BIG  HORN :  Continued  dry,  with  growing  conditions  below  average.  Winter  wheat  con¬ 
tinues  fair,  but  spring  wheat  cn  the  border  line.  Valley  crops  not  mak¬ 
ing  progress  without  water.  Sugar  beets  generally  irrigated  up.  Except  for  feed 
crops,  potatoes,  beans,  and  corn,  crops  all  in.  Range  slow.  Livestock  in  fair  con¬ 
dition.  Lambing  well  along.  Labor  absorbed  by  cricket  campaign  which  is  waged  in 
all  communities  of  infestation.  Thirty-five  community  captains  heading  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  control  with  good  results.  Grasshoppers  reported  in  some  communities. 

BLAINE :  No  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  only  fair  due  to  the  la.ck  of  moisture 
South  of  the  Milk  River,  seeding  is  progressing  rapidly  on  dry  land.  North 
of  River,  v^ry  small  acreage  planted  up  to  date,  due  to  lack  of  finances  for  the 
purchase  of  seed.  Farm  work  in  the  Milk  River  Valley  is  progressing  rapidly.  Ra.in 
is  very  badly  needed  over  the  entire  county  in  order  to  hasten  germination  and  grass 
growth . 

Calving  is  about  9*^^  completed;  lambing  well  under  way.  Sheepmen  also  re¬ 
port  satisfactory  results.  R.ange  grass  on  higher  ground  is  beginning  to  show  effect 
of  the  lack  of  moisture.  Some  stock  has  already  been  moved  to  summer  range,  due  to 
the  lack  of  feed  to  keep  them  on  the  home  ranch. 

CARBON:  Rains  in  most  all  nortions  of  the  county,  particularly  in  the  western  and 
northern  parts.  High  winds  at  least  two  days  during  the  week.  Winter 
wheat  shows  a  very  good  growth.  Spring  crops  are  showing  up  well.  Alfalfa  making 
a  gooi  start  in  most  sections.  Mormon  crickets  are  hatched  in  all  portions  of  the 
county  and  are  beginning  to  give  considerable  trouble. in  the  northern  and  eastern 
sections  of  the  county,  where  they  have  crossed  from  dry  land  into  the  irrigated 
sections.  Nine  crews  of  men  are  now  engaged  in  fighting  crickets.  Sf^ck  in  fair 
shape.  Grass  corditicns  are  very  good  considering  the  season  and  the  time  of  the 
yea,r,  particularly  in  the  western  half  of  the  county.  Labor  situation  fair. 

CASCADE:  Continued  dry  and  cool  weather  for  the  past  week  did  not  improve  range 

and  seeding  conditions.  Farmers  on  dryland  are  continuing  summerfallow¬ 
ing,  and  the  seeding  of  spring  wheat  is  practically  complete.  Seeding  of  sugar  beet 
and  other  crops  on  irrigated  land  is  about  ^Ofo  complete,  and  many  farmers  are  irri¬ 
gating  either  just  before  or  just  after  seeding,  as  there  is  not  sufficient  moisture 
to  germinate  crops.  Continued  losses  have  been  reported  in  winter  v/heat  fields 
which  looked  good  a  month  ago.  About  ^')fo  of  the  farmers  whose  winter  v/heat  has  been 
killed  out  arc  reseeding.  The  balance  are  taking  their  loss.  Crickets  continued  to 
show  an  increase  in  numbers  and  a  program  is  under  way  for  their  control.  Dusting 
started  in  two  communities  the  past  week.  Grasshoppers  are  just  starting  to  hatch, 
and  the  infestation  appears  at  tnis  time  to  be  very  spotted.  Lambing  is  about 
complete,  with  a  good  percentage  reported.  There  is  sufficient  grass  in  the  foot¬ 
hill  areas  to  take  care  ^f  lambing  bands  and  cattle  temporarily,  but  without 
additional  moisture,  tnis  grass  supply  will  soon  be  gone.  Labor  situation  normal. 

CHOUTEAU :  Week  dry  and  cool  with  some  wind,  poor  growing  conditions  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  last  two  days,  which  were  warm.  Most  farmers  have  fin¬ 
ished  their  sunmer  fallow,  and  small  grain  spring  seeding  is  nearly  completed;  how¬ 
ever,  considerable  more  seeding  will  be  cDne  if  rain  comes  soon.  Soil  moisture  re¬ 
mains  inadequate  for  crop  production.  Crop  production  this  year  v.ull  depend  prac¬ 
tically  entirely  on  considerable  timely,  seasonal  rains.  All  livestock  turned  on 
ranges,  with  grass  very  short.  A  surplus  of  fa.rm  labor  exists  throughout  the 
county.  Mormon  cricket  infestation  much  heavier  than  anticipated  and  poisoning 
campaign  is  organized  and  well  under  way. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER :  No  rain,  but  generally  much  warmer.  Grazing  conditions 

improved  by  rise  in  temperature.  Most  grain  crops  up  and 
locking  good,  but  will  need  rain  soon.  Seeding-  of  all  crops  stopped  because  of  dry 
weather  and  prospects  of  insects.  Very  few  alfalfa  fields  show  any  signs  of  life. 
Water  turned  in  canal  and  farmers  prepared  to  irrigate  beets  and  other  crops  if 
rains  do  not  come  soon.  AH  stock  on  grass  and  doing  fair  to  good.  Feed  still  too 
short  to  allow  much  gain.  Lamb  and  calf  crops  look  fair.  Ranges  looking  better 
at  this  time,  but  late  grass  not  showing  much  signs  of  life.  Ranges  likely  to  go 
unstocked  until  a  grass  and  hay  crop  is  assured.  Crickets  covering  over  half  a 
million  acres.  No  definite  plans  for  control.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  appear. 

DANIELS :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  drying  surface  moisture.  Favorable  weather 
and  soil  conditions  have  permitted  early  completion  of  spring  wheat  seed¬ 
ing.  Anparently  ample  surface  moisture  to  germinate  seeded  grain.  Warmer  weather 
also  stimulated  v/eed  growth.  Rain  needed  soon  to  keep  crops  growing.  Corn  being 
planted.  Rain  and  warmer  we.ather  necessary  to  hasten  grass  growth.  By  grazing  over 
large  areas,  livestock  find  enough  feed.  Hay  being  shipped  in  from  Michigan  for  woi 
stock  and  weak  cows.  Need  more  green  grass  for  la.mbing.  Ample  labor.  No  insect 
damage  reported. 

DAWSON :  No  precipitation  to  amount  to  anything.  Growing  conditions,  other  than 
moisture,  not  unfavorable.  Field  work  slacking  rff  considerably,  with 
number  of  farms  having  wheat  seeded  and  a  number  of  others  nearing  completion;  othei 
small  feed  grains  going  in  and  preparation  for  corn  being  made.  Seed  bed  conditions 
not  favorable,  generally,  planting  of  grass  and  fcra.ge  crops  being  made.  Lambing 
in  swing  with  grass  conditions  none  too  f a,vorable ,  but  lambs  quite  strong,  accord¬ 
ing  to  reports  of  several  outfits. 

FALLON  -  CARTER :  No  precipitation;  dry  winds  preva.iling.  Growing  conditions  un¬ 
favorable.  Looks  like  the  beginning  of  another  year  like  1936- 
Considerable  acreage  grain  crops  up  but  grov.dh  is  slow.  Too  early  to  predict  grass¬ 
hopper  infestation.  Due  to  unfavorable  growing  conditions,  grass  is  siiowing  very 
little  growth.  (Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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FERGUS?  No  precipitation.  Dry  during  week,  tut  warm  enough  for  satisfactory^  crop 
'  growth.  Suring  wheat  coming  up  and  making  satisfactory  growth.  Winter 

wheat  backward.  All  crops  needing  moisture.  Grass  has  started  only  in  coulees. 
Livestock  gaining  in  condition.  Lambs  a.nd  calves  doing  well,  but  crop  below 

no  rmal . 

FLATHEAD:  The  weather  v/armed  up  the  first  part  of  the  week,  resulting  in  very  ex- 

cel  lent  growing  conditions.  A  light  sliower  Wednesday  night  that  was 
general  over  the  county  replenished  top  soil  moisture.  A  light  frost  was  reported 
Thursday  and  Friday  nights  without  any  material  damage  to  any  crop.  The  seeding 
of  small  grains  should  be  corrpleted  by  another  week.  New  seedings  of  legumes  and 
'  grasses  are  showing  up  very  well.  The  ccnditicn  of  livestock  is  good  and  pasture 
and  range  lands  are  producing  an  abundance  of  good  feed  at  the  present  time, 

I 

GALLATIN:  Weather  generally  clear;  rising  temperatures  until  latter  part  of  week. 

I  Local  showers  Friday  and  Saturday.  Field  work  in  all  sections  ol  the 

county,  with  the  exception  of  just  south  and  west  of  Bozeman,  has  advanced  consid¬ 
erably  during  the  week.  Every  effort  being  put  forth  to  make  up  for  time  already 
lost.  Area  mentioned  is  still  too  wet  for  much  field  vrork.  Winter  wheat  prospects 
considerably  better  than  a  yean  ago,  and  reports  show  that  a  very  small  acreage 
will  need  to  be  reolanted.  Early  planted  spring  grain  is  showing  good  germination. 
Vfater  started  in  some  of  the  ditches  this  week  and  a  few  alfalfa  fields  and  pas¬ 
tures  being  irrigated..  High  water  started,  in  most  of  the  creeks  in  the  Gallatin 
River.  Grasshoppers  reported,  hatching  in  the  Amsterdcom  area  on  south  and  west 
:  slopes  in  the  lighter  soils  that  have  warmed  up  early.  Range  lambing  under  way. 

GAEIF'IELD  -  PETROLEUM:  No  precipitation.  Warmer  weather  improved  grov/ing  conditions 

where  moisture  was  plentiful.  Wind  and  dust  storms  in  limi¬ 
ted  areas  remain  a  menace  to  growing  conditions.  Spring  gra.ins  emerging.  Seeding, 
excepting  corn  and  other  later  feed  crops,  practically  completed.  Available  mois¬ 
ture  is  short  for  growth  of  range  gra.ss  except  where  snow  lay  on  the  ground  during 
the  v^inter.  Moisture  suoplies  in  most  fields  insufficient  to  start  late  seedings 
properly.  Conditions  fair  for  this  time  of  year.  Sheep  grov/ers  begn,n  lambing  wi 
almost  ideal  weather  conditions  prevailing.  Ca.lf  crop  slightly  below  average. 

GLACIER:  Cold  week  with  .27  inch  rain  and  wet  snow  Frida.y  night.  Seeding  practic- 
ally  completed.  Ivluch  spring  wheat  coming  through,  pasture  and^  range 
grasses  growing  rapidly  except  on  hills,  where  grass  is  drying  up  on  the  ridges. 
Lambing  practical  ly  done;  good  crop  of  lambs.  Fair  calf  crop  on  ranges.  Livestoc 
generally  in  good  condition.  Labor  balanced.  A  few  loca.l  reports  of  army  worms, 
one  serious  outbreak,  under  control. 

HILL:  -  Light  precipitation.  Seed  germinated  in  fair  shape.  Deficiency  of  soil 

I  moisture.  Wheat  seeding  completed.  Some  start  made  on  summer tallow¬ 

ing.  The  dry  weather  is  holding  back  on  some  seeding.  Range  grass  starting  very 
slov/ly,  which  is  requiring  somie  supplemental  feed  for  range  stock  up  to  the  present 
time.  Livestock  in  just  fair  shape. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  No  precipitation;  high  winds;  cool.^  Growing  conditions  Soil 

moisture  below  normal;  rain  needed  oadly .  About  ^P/b^oi  winter 
wheat  will  not  need  reseeding;  spring  wheat  seeding  well  along.  Soil  blowing 
ious .  Crickets  worst  in  history.  Gra- s  growing  slovrly.  Calving  well  advanced. 
Lambing  will  soon  be  past  peak. 

LAKE:  Vifeather  warm  and  clear  the  past  week;  light  f reeze^  Wednesday^night . 

apparent  crop  dam.age .  Light  aiowers  in  parts  of  the  county  Tuesday  nig 
Growing  conditions  favorable.  Spring  wheat  up  in  many  localities.  Most  spring 
seeding  done.  Peas  seeded  in  parts  of  county  with  slightly  increased  a.creae’e  over 
1936-  Most  farmers  seeded  alfalfa  and  clover  the  past  week.  Water  ... 

has  been  turned  into  ditches  in  most  irrigated  sections  and  plans  are  to  irrigate 
.about  the  ICtn  of  the  month.  Grass  improving  with  warmer  weather.  Farm  labor  con¬ 
tinues  scarce.  Cricket  dusting  has  started. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  Local  shower  in  Helena  area.  Moisture  generally 
"  deficient  in  both  counties.  Growing  conditions  only 

fair  with  considerable  cool  weather.  Spring  grain  starting  good  generally.  Pota- 
:  toes  being  planted  with  some  increase  in  acreage.  Some  evidences  of  winter 

ing  of  alfalfa..  Good  germination  of  crested  wheatgra.ss  planted  last  lall.  Per^en 
I  age  of  lambs  normal  or  better.  Gra.ss  has  grown  remarkably  in  the  ^  last  two  weeks, 

I  but  needs  moisture  to  continue.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  hatch^in  both  counties, 

i  Mormon  crickets  evident  in  Augusta  and  Craig  areas,  with  some  poisoning  being  done. 

;■  MALISON  -  JEFFERSON:  Warm,  with  cool  nights  and  freezing  in  some  ^ localiti es . 

■  Snower  Frida,.y  evening  helped  the  grass  but  did  little  good 

il  tO'  other  crops.  About  9^^  of  grain  crops  planted;  soil  so  dry  in  some  areas  that 
I  grain  may  need  to  be  irrigated  before  it  will  grow.  Some  early  planted  grains 
I  suffering  for  lack  of  moisture.  Nearly  everyone  who  can  get  water  is  irrigating. 

Heavy  winter  killing  of  alfalfa  reported  from  vicinity  of  Waterloo.  Some  damage 
:  P^lso  occurred  near  Whitehall.  Most  stockmen  beginning  to  turn  stock  out  on  grass, 

and  thus  relieve  the  hay  situation.  Good  lamb  and  calf  crops  still  being  repore 
except  in  a  few  instances.  Stockmen  and  farmers  could  use  more  men  to  help  wit 
work  if  they  were  available.  Mormon  crickets  continue  to  hatch  in  areas  which 
were  infested  in  1936 •  Grasshoppers  are  just  beginning  to  appear. 

MEAGHER:  No  precipitation;  ground  drying  rapidly;  snow  gone  now.  Enough  grass 

for  livestock  now,  but  almost  stonped  growing  on  account  of  dry  top  soil. 
Uncultivated  land  baking;  cultivated  land  still  in  fa,ir  to  good  condition.  Spring 
grain  net  showing  up.  Lambing  progressing  satisfactorily,  regarding  both  weather 
and  drop.  Stock  more  than  half  turned  out  this  date.  Labor  demand  and  supply  at 
about  100'^.  Crickets  hatching  strongly  just  out  of  northwest  corner  of  county. 
Infested  areas  in  county  not  reported  yet.  No  hoppers  reported  to  date, 

(Continued  on  page  3*) 
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MISSOULA:  Warm  and  dry  first  of  week.  Good  shower  Friday  night.  Excellent  grow¬ 
ing  conditions.  No  sub-soil  moisture  in  dry  land  communities.  Alfalfa 
making  good  growth.  Some  early  seeded  spring  grain  coming  un •  Winter  wheat  that 
was  not  killed  out  is  making  good  growth.  Fruit  trees  beginning  to  bud  out.  Aspara¬ 
gus  and  rhubarb  ready  for  market.  Sugar  beet  planting  -oractically  completed. 

Potato  planting  starting.  Pastures  greatly  improved.  Cattle  showing  improvement. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  The 'western  -oortion  of  Gc  Iden  Vail  ej''  County  had  seme 

moisture  the  past  week.  Growing  conditions  in  the 
balance  of  the  two  counties  not  very  good  due  to  the  winds.  The  extreme  southwest¬ 
ern  corner,  covering  about  four  townships  of  Golden  Valley  County,  still  have  plenty 
of  moisture  from  the  snow  they  had  last  winter.  The  cutworms  have  damaged  winter 
wheat  in  and  around  Belmont,  south  of  Lavina,  and  the  area  just  north  of  Broadview. 

A  little  damage  is  found  in  winter  wheat  south  of  Eyegate.  The  balance  of 
the  winter  wheat  area  has  not  been  affected  yet.  Part  of  the  spring  wh^at  seed  is 
coming  up.  Crops  growing  very  good  up  to  the  present  time.  Need  rain.  The  indica¬ 
tions  are  that  we  are  going  to  have  grasshonner s  in  certain  communities.  Does  not 
look  as  though  they  will  be  general.  Mormon  crickets  are  working  south  of  Eyegate 
in  the  Big  Coulee  district,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  do  dusting  to  see  if  it 
isn't  possible  to  control  them  in  that  area.  Livestock  thin,  but  gaining  in  strength. 
Lambing  in  full  swing,  with  a  good  -percentage  of  lamb  crop.  Calving  has  started  and 
the  losses  do  not  seem  to  be  as  heavy  as  it  was  first  expected,  due  to  the  weakness 
of  the  cows. 

PAEK :  -  'Warm  weather;  one  aiower  causing  grass  to  start  in  fine  shape.  Seeding 

in  Yellowstone  Valley  and  south  half  of  Shields  Valley  practically  comple¬ 
ted,  with  about  half  of  spring  grain  up  nicely.  Field  operations  in  upper  Shields 
county  just  well  under  way.  Winter  wheat  looking  good.  Some  fields  of  alfalfa 
winter-killed.  Moisture  conditions  in  soil  better  than  past  several  years.  Crickets 
hatching  out  in  four  areas;  control  program  being  organised  in  these  communities. 

Main  supply  of  grasshoppers  not  hatched.  New  grass  available  and  most  stock  being 
turned  out;  some  still  on  feed.  Feed  supplies  practically  gone.  Livestock  in  fair 
shape.  Labor  situation  balanced. 

EH  ILL  IPS :  No  precipitation;  moderately  high  winds  all  week.  Surface  moisture  near¬ 
ly  gone.  Greater  part  of  dryland  crops  now  planted;  generally  less  being 
seeded  than  last  year.  Subsoil  moisture  deficient  and  in  some  sections  the  surface 
moisture  only  sufficient  to  start  crops.  Approximately  80  per  cent  of  sugar  beet 
acreage  planted,  most  of  which  will  have  to  be  irrigated  up.  Indications  are  that 
irrigation  v/ater  will  run  short  before  the  main  supply  rea.ches  this  area.  Small  num¬ 
ber  of  grasshoppers  hatching  over  widely  scattered  areas,  but  a  serious  local  out¬ 
break  is  not  expected.  Livestock  condition  fair.  Ea.nge  grass  slow  coming  on  account 
of  cold  Wfoather,  although  some  growth  was  made  this  week.  Stock  water  generally 
enough  fer  the  present.  0alf  and  lamb  crop  about  normal.  Labor  situation  balanced. 

PONDEEA:  Weather  continuing  dry,  except  for  a  light  rain  on  Friday.  Approximately 

all  y/heat  seeded  this  week.  Soil  conserving  crops  being  planted  and  v/ill 
probably  be  completed  by  the  end  of  next  v/eek.  Some  wheat  up.  Moisture  reserves 
extremely  low.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  make  appearance.  Some  damage  of  wheat 
through  Pale  Western  Cutworms,  percentage  of  lamb  crop  in  farm  flocks  will  not  be 
up  to  normal.  Labor  balanced. 

PEAIE IE :  No  precipitation  of  consequence.  Y/ea-ther  has  warmed  up  considerably,  .and 

grasshoppers  are  beginning  to  hatch.  Cool  and  cloudy  Satarday,  with  threat 
ening  showers.  Crops  are  coming  up  in  good  shape  with  good  stands  in  evidence. 

A  good  rain  v/ould  do  a  lot  of  good  to  keep  the  crops  improving.  Lambing  is  well 
under  way  with  operators  saving  most  of  the  lambs.  Cattle  are  beginning  to  shovi  the 
effects  of  green  grass,  but  a  rain  would  be  of  material  benefit.  Supnly  of  water 
is  adequate  for  the  present,  y/ith  some  v.^ater  in  most  of  the  Eesettlement  reservoirs. 
Labor  supply  is  ample. 

EICHLAFJ:  Too  cool  most  of  week  for  best  crop  grov/th.  A  fev.'  light  scattered  shower-^ 

in  parts  of  the  county  on  Thursday.  Pains  needed  in  southern  and  western 
parts  of  county  to  start  cr'^ps.  Irrigation  being  carried  on  in  the  Valley  to  start 
beets.  General  crop  outlook  in  dryland  areas  poor.  No  alarming  increase  in  insect 
pests  noticed  as  yet.  An  ap-oarent  increase  in  vegetable  production  in  the  Valley, 
particularly  onions,  is  reported.  Livestock  situation  unchanged,  past-ures  slow  in 
start ing. 

ROOSEVELT :  No  precipitation.  Wheat  is  growing  good,  but  moisture  is  needed  soon. 

Wheat  is  pr.actically  all  seeded.  Corn  seeding  has  started.  Some  soil 
blowing.  Livestock  in  fair  condition,  panges  not  making  much  growth  due  to  lack 
of  moisture. 

ROSEBUD :  No  preci-oitation.  Temper, ature  below  normal  .most  of  the  week.  Winter  wheat 
loss  now  appears  to  be  about  Most  of  tnis  .a.creage  has  been  reseeded. 

Dry  land  farmers  have  practically  ceased  further  planting  of  spring  grains  because 
of  unfavorable  prospects.  Some  corn  v;as  planted  during  the  week.  Sugar  beet  -olant- 
ing  practically  completed.  Beets  on  snring  plowing  being  irrigated  ur* .  Lambing  in 
full  swing  this  week.  Grass  and  v-'ater  limited  in  some  areas.  Much  of  the  range 
grass  now  a,T)T)ears  to  be  dead.  Some  revival  is  expected  if  normal  moisture  is  re¬ 
ceived  during  May  and  June. 

SANDEPS  :  Generally  clear  and  warmer,  with  only  a  trace  of  moisture.  ’Jindy  weather 
reducing  moisture  supply.  Sufficient  moisture  for  germ.ination  of  all 
spring  seeding,  liYinter  wheat  very  spotted  from  lack  of  fall  germination.  Spring 
seeding  generally  completed.  Early  seeding  coming  up,  with  good  stands.  Meadows 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 
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SANDERS  :  (Cont'd.)  making  good  growth.  Gardens  mostly  pl.anted.  Potato  planting 

just  heginning.  Livestock  in  good  condition  and  making  good 
gain  on  range,  which  is  making  rapid  growth.  Very  low  water  storage  for  irrigation 
projects  and  serious  outlook  for  water  supply  from  shortage  of  snow  in  high  alti¬ 
tudes  . 

SHERIDAN:  Dry;  several  days  of  severe  wind;  three  days  of  w<?.rm,  excellent  growing 
weather.  A  small  number  of  fields  are  getting  gr‘=en,  but  crops  in 
general  have  been  retarded  by  cool  weather.  A  small  amount  of  wheat  seeding  contin¬ 
ues.  Grass  has  been  slow  and  mpst  ca.ttle  are  getting  thin  as  other  feed  is  refused 
after  a  taste  of  green  grass.  Grass  is  growing  only  in  low  spots  and  where  mois¬ 
ture  from  snov/  has  penetrated  the  soil.  Gopher  poisoning  by  farmers  continues  in 
spite  of  adverse  conditions. 

SUN  RIVER  PROJECT :  Weather  continues  dry.  Farmers  irrigating  before  seeding  or 

planning  on  irrigating  imihediatcly  after  seeding  to  start  ger¬ 
mination.  Fields  fall  irrigated  generally  have  enough  moisture  to  start  germina¬ 
tion.  Some  early  fields  of  grain  coming  up,  and  alfa.lfa  and  sweet  clover  starting 
to  grow  nicely.  Some  livestock  going  on  grass,  but  generally  very  little  gra.ss  ex¬ 
cept  in  protected  pla.ces.  Labor  ample  to  take  care  of  all  needs. 

STOET GRASS :  Scattered  showers.  Approximately  one-third  of  the  county  received 

from  .25  to  .50  inch,  while  the  balance  of  the  cu^anty  only  received  a 
trace  to  .25  inch.  Growing  conditions  backwa.rd  due  to  continued  cold  weather. 

Light  frosts  practically  every  night.  Spring  seeding  SO^  completed.  Crops  growing 
slowly.  Winter  wheat  damage  appearing  greater;  estimated  at  40^o  •  Considerable 
alfalfa  winter  killed.  Lambing-'-  of  small  flocks  practically  complete,  with  an  aver¬ 
age  of  93^?  larger  flocks  under  way  and  starting  by  the  lEth.  Sheep  generally  all 
on  grass,  doing  well  but  forced  to  cover  large  territory  due  to  slow  grass  growing 
weather.  Calving  generally  complete.  Cattle  on  meadows  and  lov.^er  ranges.  Still 
some  loss  due  to  poor  wintering.  Cricket  control  work  will  start  next  week. 

TETON:  Days  mostly  cool  with  low  temperature  at  26.  Slight  precipitation  last  of 
week.  Wheat  that  is  up  looks  fine,  out  it  will  need  a  rain  within  the 
next  week  or  ten  days  if  it  is  to  continue.  Many  farmers  have  stopped  seeding 
operations  due  to  lack  of  moisture  in  the  seed  bed.  Range  is  in  very  bad  condition. 
Livestock  reported  to  be  in  about  the  poorest  condition  for  this  time  of  the  year 
for  many  and  many  years. 

TOOLE:  Good  growing  weather  with  cool  nights.  Touch  of  frost  in  higher  portions. 

Crops  seeded  a.nd  all  coming  up  in  good  shape.  Most  operators  are  now  ’work¬ 
ing  with  summerfallow.  Good  rain  would  be  welcome  in  the  coionty  any  time  as  the 
bulk  of  the  crops  are  seeded.  Livestock  generally  in  good  shape.  Lambing  coming 
along  all  right.  Plenty  of  la,bor. 

VALLEY :  No  moisture  past  week.  Last  two  days  considerably  warmer,  making  growing 
conditions  better.  Crons  that  have  been  seeded  are  coming  through  and 
will  make  good  if  we  get  rain  within  the  next  few  days.  Very  few  grasshoppers 
showing  up  to  date,  but  of  course  the  last  few  days  of  warm  weather  will  bring  them 
out  probably.  Range  conditions  are  very  poor.  The  only  place  grass  is  beginning 
to  show  up  is  in  the  low  places  or  where  snow  laid  last  winter.  Stockmen  are  hav¬ 
ing  a  fair  crop  of  ca.lves.  Sheepmen  are  just  starting  to  lamb.  Very  little  call 
far  labor. 

TOEATLAND :  Extremely  dry  in  central  and  eastern  part  of  the  county.  Small  amount 
of  moisture  received  during  the  past  week  in  the  extreme  northeast  and 
southwestern  part  of  the  county.  Spring  seeding  is  well,  advanced  in  the  dry  land 
area  in  the  county.  There  is  need  for  moisture  in  all  the  farm  areas,  particularly 
in  the  north  part  of  the  county.  Range  grass  is  very  bankward.,  particularly  in  the 
centra,!  and  eastern  part  of  the  county,  due  to  lack  of  moisture. 

W IBAUX :  No  precipitation.  Wnrm  weather  during  forepart  of  week.  Cool  latter  part. 

Good  growing  conditions  for  wheat  that  is  up.  Some  of  late  seeded  grain 
needs  moisture  for  sprouting.  Some  farmers  stopped  planting  because  of  dry  condi¬ 
tions.  \Yheat  seeding  completed;  about  25^  of  normal  planting.  Barley  and.  cats 
will  be  far  short  of  normal  unless  moisture  conditions  improve.  No  cnange  in  li-ve- 
stcck  situation.  Ranges  are  not  making  any  headway. 

YELLOWSTONE:  Weather  warm  and  dry,  with  considerable  wind  throughout  the  week. 

Winter  wheat  continuing  to  shew  good  growth,  but  ground  getting  very 
dry.  In  a  few  areas,  crickets  have  done  considerable  damage  to  winter  wheat,  but 
are  being  fought  off  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Considerable  spring  gra,iri  is  up  and 
showing  good  growth.  Beets  all  planted;  some  beets  up,  but  tnose  that  are  not  up, 
as  well  as  those  up,  are  being  irrigated  as  rapidly  as  possible.  All  irrigation 
canals  running  full  in  the  valley,  and  irrigation  in  full  swing.  Range  grass  at 
standstill  due  to  dry  weather.  Range  l.ambing  drav/ing  to  a  close.  Many  water  holes 
are  drying  up,  and  lambs  are  being  moved  to  new  locations  due  to  shortage  of  water. 
Stock  in  good  shape,  but  in  need  of  rains  to  continue  grass  growth  and  fill  up 
reservoirs.  Twenty-eight  crews  with  a  total  of  a.prroximately  180  men  fighting 
crickets.  Crews  are  being  increased  and  will  be  built  up  to  apnroximateiy  3OO  men 
within  the  next  week. 

Helena,  Mo  nt  ana , 

May  12,  1937 . 
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This  map  shows  the  percentage 
tana  for  April,  1937. 

Up  to  100  per  cent  .of  normal, 
cent;  over  100  per  cent  of  normal, 
ditlonal  50  per  cent. 

The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the_actual 
amiount  of  precipitation  that  occurred  in  that  respective  area  dur¬ 
ing  April;  the  lower  figure  of  each  pair  indicates  the  normal  pre¬ 
cipitation  for  April. 

•  ♦ 

U.S.  Weather  Bureau, 

■  •  Helena,  Montana 


of  normal  precipitation  in  Mon¬ 


lines  are  draw'n  for  each  10  per 
lines  are  drawn  for  each  ad- 
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N?(eatlier  Bureau - Bui’caa  of  /'gricui  tural  Eo  .d  OTii  cs 

IjS  ^^SEFQIiT  WJ/EATHER  AI\Ti>  CRO?  COriDn'IOKS  IR"  P/iOrrrARiA 

For  the  Week  EnGisi;.;  Tisesdsy,  AAiy  18,  1937, 
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icsffsti  fct'g^/y  by  ihe  Division  0/  Crop  ana  Lr/ssiock  tsD/nafes  ana  iiij  Woaihat-  Danasu. 
^  ^'ft'/jfcs:  founh  f/oor,  fodorc/  Offico  SaiiJ/tig^  Ks/ena,  lilonicna. 
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GrH^^ng  conditions  were  mostly  poor  during  the  week  ending  May  ISth  as  a 
result  of  cool  nights,  high  winds,  and  continued  dryness.  Strong  vAnds  continued 
to  take  moisture  from  topsoils  and  caused  cons idera, hie  soil  hlowing.  In  a  numher 
i  cf  dry  northern  and  eastern  districts,  part  of  the  grain  crop  was‘ hlovm  out  or  cut 
‘  off.  Soth  spring  and.  winter  grain  crops  were  affected,  v/ith  damage  in  some  in- 
j  stances  estimated  as  high  as  25^  of  the  planted  acreage.  In  Teton  County,  soil 
^  blowing  v/as  as  prevalent  on  range  lands  as  anyivhere  else. 


With  seeding  activities  mostly  completed  or  held  up  in  the  hope  of  getting 
rain,  farm  work  during  the  week  centered  mainly  around  summerf allowing,  irrigation, 
and  the  planting  of  corn  and  potatoes,  planting  of  beans  was  started  in  the 
Yellowstone  Valley,  and  the  first  cultivation  of  beets  was  reported  under  way  in 
the  Missoula  district.  Gallatin  Valley  reported  a  good  supply  of  irrigation  ivater 
available,  but  a  light  runoff  to  date  in  other  districts  has  limited  the  use  of 
irrigable  acreage  and  aroused  apnrehens ion  as  to  an  adepiate  supply  through  the 
growing  season  unless  good  rains  come. 


Dryland  crops  east  of  the  Divide  need  rain  badly.  Some  late-sown  fields 
have  not  germinated,  and  stands  in  others  are  uneven,  with  growth  slow  because  of 
cool  nights  and  unfavorable  moisture  conditions-  Spring  v/heat  is  reported  still 
doing  well  in  the  extreme  northe'^st.  Condition  of  grain  crops  in  the  Gallatin 
Valley  and  west  of  the  Divide  is  good.  Where  grain  stands  are  thin,  fields  are 
becoming  weedy.  Fruit  trees  are  mostly  in  full  bloom.  The  bloom  ha.s  been  heavy, 
with  weather  conditions  generally  favorable  for  pollination. 


Ranges  and  pastures  in  eastern  and  central  sections  are  becoming  very  dry. 
Some  are  beginning  to  turn  brown,  especially  on  the  ridges  and  hills.  Some  late 
‘  types  of  grasses  ha.ve  not  sta,rted  in  the  ea.st.  Grass  in  Bea.verhea''^  County  and  west 
of  the  Divide  is  reported  making  good  growth.  Alfalfa  is  doing  well  under  irriga- 
i  tion,  but  is  poor  on  dry  land. 

I  Livestock  for  the  most  part  continued  to  ga.in.  In  Teton  County  livestock 

I  are  rather  poor,  and  in  Valley  County  are  reported  losing  weight.  Some  areas  in 
,  the  north  will  likely  be  forced  to  move  livestock  soon  unless  rains  come  immediately 
and  greatly  impirove  range  conditions.  Lambing  is  nearly  over  with  generally  good 
results,  but  feed  continues  a  problem  for  many  eastern  sheepmen  because  of  the  slow 
growth  and  thin  stands  of  grass.  Shearing  progressed  in  the  west  with  m.ost  favor¬ 
able  weather  conditions. 


Large  numbers  of  grasshoppers  have  hatched  recently  in  southern  districts, 
but  damage  to  crops  and  range  so  far  has  been  negligible.  Crickets  have  dsimaged 
some  winter  wheat  in  the  south,  and  are  beginning  to  show  migrating  tendencies. 


V/SEKLY  TEMPERATURE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA 


Station 

Temperature 

Total  Precipitation 

Sunshine 

Highest 

Lowest 

This  Tfeek. 

Since  April  1.  Po” 

cent  of  possible 

Billinfrs  .... 

92 

39 

T 

0.82 

He 

*  Bozeu-cxn  .... 

82 

34 

T 

2.81 

He 

Cut  Bank  .... 

7S 

27 

T 

0.7c 

* 

,  port  peck  . . . 

SO 

4o 

T 

0.35 

\  Glendive  .... 

33 

S2 

0.02 

0.46 

* 

^  Great  Falls  . 

83 

37 

T 

0 . 22 

Havre  . 

o4 

34 

0.03 

0.48 

82 

HELENA  . 

77 

34 

T 

0.67 

75 

Kalisuell  .  .  . 

70 

34 

0.01 

1-57 

7S 

;  Lewistow/n  .  .  . 

86 

29 

0  .00 

0.61 

+ 

1  Malta  . 

81 

34 

O.Cl 

0.79 

* 

j  Miles  City  . . 

7S 

3S 

T 

G.99 

sc 

Missoula  .... 

80 

36 

O.og 

1.26 

70 

Poplar  . 

82 

33 

T 

0.48 

* 

’*=No  data. 

Series  1937  - 

NO.  7. 

W.  E 

.  Maughan , 

Weather  Bureau. 

Helena,  Montana. 

Jay 

G.  liamond. 

Division  of  Crop  and 

L  i  ve  s  1 0  ck 

May  19,  1937. 
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The  following  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  May  I5,  1937 > 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service: 


BEAVEBHEAD ■’  Mo  precip_itation;  cool;  winds  taking  moisture,  l.eaving  soil  dry. 

Irrigation  water  low;  no  run-off  in  mountains  to  date.  Grass  good. 

I  May  lambing- good  to  dalte. 

\  .-.BLA  IME  :  ^  '  ilp'"  -pr  pc  ipa  t%.t  ion.  Extremely  windy,  which  caused  considerable  soil  blowing 
[  '  3-^^  eOme"’ j(|^mage  to  crops.  Many  farmers  have  discontinued  seeding  until 

d.  Irrigated  farmers  are  now  irrigating  all  growing  crops, 
cally  all  planted.  Dry  land  grains  are  very  spotted  due  to  mois- 
Livestock  condition  unchanged.  Range  in  many  sections  is  begin- 
lack  of  moisture.  Stockmen  report  excellent  results  in  both  lamb 
If  moisture  is  not  received  within  the  next  two  weeks,  it  will  be 


mo  1  s  tugLe  : 

Sugar  b^iu^ 
ture  condira^ 
ning  to  burn 
and  calf  crops. 

necessary  to  remove  a.  large  part  of  the  livestock  that  is  now  in  the  county  to  grass. 


CARBON:  Little  or  no  precipitation  during  the  week:  high  dry  winds  prevailing. 

Wea^ther  somewhat  cooler.  Winter  wheat  showing  up  well,  but  with  some  loss 
in  certain  sections  due  to  blowing.  Practically  all  seeding  of  grain  completed. 

Some  corn  planted  during  the  week.  No  beans  pla.,nted  as  yet.  Livestock  in  fair 
shape.  Some  shortage  of  labor  due  to  Mormon  cricket  control  work  now  being  carried 
on  in  nine  communities,  with  five  others  starting  this  week.  Grasshoppers  hatching 
and  reported  very  plentiful  in  some  sections  of  the  county. 

CASCADE :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  and  comparatively  cool  weather  the  past 

week  has  done  considerable  damage  to  winter  whe-at  and  killed  an  additional 
percentage  of  stands  which  looked  fairly  good  a  week  ago.  So  da.m-'ge  has  been  re¬ 
ported  from  army  worms,  cutworms,  and  crickets,  and  grasshoppers  continue  to  show 
increase  in  n'ombers.  A  WPA  project  has  been  organized  for  tne  control  of  Mormon 
crickets.  The  seeding  of  sugar  beets  on  irrigated  land  is  about  complete,  while 
many  farraors  are  still  irrigating  land  in  preparaticn  for  seeding  small  grains  and 
potatoes.  Range  grass  has  made  fair  showing  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  but 
in  other  sections  there  has  net  been  sufficient  moisture  to  even  start  it.  Cattle 
are  moving  out  of  the  western  part  of  the  county  due  to  lack  of  grass  and  prospects 
for  summer  range.  Labor  situation  is  normal. 


CHOUTEAU :  The  week  was  characterized  by  severe  winds  and  no  rain.  Weather  gener¬ 
ally  cool,  with  poor  growing  conditions.  Spring  wheat  seeding  completed 
unless  moisture  conditions  become  more  favorable.  Muen  soil  blowing  injuring  both 
spring  and' winter  wheat .  Winter  wheat  prospect  is  rapidly  decreasing.  General 
crop  prospect  and  financial  condition  of  farmers  very  poor.  Livestock  in  general 
is  showing  only  fair  gain.  Crickets  are  completely  hatched  and  farmers  showing 
good  cooperation  in  control  program. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER :  Light  rain  last  weekend;  two  days  of  hard  drying  wind. 

Pair  growth  of  grass  and  crons.  Warmer  days  and  rain  needed 
Grain  crops  up.  Irrigated  a,lfalfa  looking  good,  but  fields  with  good  stands  are 
few.  Dry  land  crops  not  suffering  yet,  but  moisture  is  needed.  First  irrigation 
now  under  way.  Many  ranchers  holding  off  on  further  farm  operations,  awaiting  rain. 

I  Much  land  will  lay  idle  this  year.  Range  situation  still  uncertain.  Grass  provid¬ 
ing  more  forage  and  stock  are  beginning  to  show  some  gain.  Considerable  sagebrush 
appears  to  be  dead.  Late  gra,ss  will  need  more  rain  to  get  a  start.  Lamb  and  calf 
crops  only  fair,  with  comparatively  little  loss.  Grasshoppers  being  reported,  but 
outbreak  confined  to  local  areas  thus  far.  Crickets  beginning  to  migrate. 

DANIELS :  Light  precipitation  southern  and  eastern  area  of  county  May  10  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  continuous  4S-hour  wind  storm  which  seriously  damaged  vrain  crops 
throughout  the  county.  Early  seeded  grain  germinated  well,  indicating  good  stand; 
the  recent  wind  storm  injured  plants  seriously.  Surface  incirture  evaporating  rapid- 
'  ly.  Rain  needed  scon.  Corn  and  potatoes  being  planted,  pasture  and  ranges  defic¬ 
ient.  Hay  and  cotton  cake  being  fed  to  ewes  and  cows.  Hay  bein.;  snipped  from  Mich- 
i  igan.  ii'-nle  labor  for  all  demands.  Season  too  cool  for  hatching  of  hopper  eggs. 

EAVifS ON ;  Severe  wind  and  dust  storms  during  week  doing  a  large  ara^unt  of  damage  to 
crops  and  sapping  moisture  badly.  Plowing  for  corn  ratner  general,  but 
field  ?/ork  largely  stopped  as  result  of  -unfavorable  conditions.  Wheat  seeding  com¬ 
plete,  and  siaaDl  feed  grain  acreage  somewhat  reduced.  Some  corn  planted,  but  many 
holding  off  a  few  days,  hoping  for  moisture.  Lambs  have  been  strong  and  lambing 
generally  favorable,  despite  grass  short,  necessitating  considerable  movement. 

Grass  Just  not  coming  like  it  should. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Scattered  showers,  with  moderate  temperature  and  high  drying 

winds  the  past  week.  Growing  conditions  unfavorable.  Moisture 
much  below  normal.  Crops  not  suffering  as  yet  due  to  slight  amount  of  sub-soil 
j  moisture.  However,  top  soil  very  dry  because  of  high  winds.  Conditions  will  becomt; 

critical  if  winds  and  dry  weather  continue.  Grass  growing  slowly.  Grama  and 
■  Buffalo  grass  alike  have  shown  very  little  signs  of  growth  as  yet  this  spring; 

:  Western  Vfceat  and  Blue  Bunch  grass  furnishing  the  grass  sc  far.  Lambing  and  calv- 
j  ing  well  under  way. 

j  FERGUS :  Dry,  but  cloudy  and  cool  dioring  week;  no  rain.  Spring  wheat  seedings  mak¬ 
ing  satisfactory  growth  in  spite  of  very  little  moisture.  Winter  wheat 
slow,  but  making  some  progress.  Alfalfa  starting  where  not  winter  killed.  Live¬ 
stock  making  rapid  gain  in  condition  even  though  grass  is  backward.  Lanibing  opera¬ 
tions  in  full  swing  with  many  folks  reporting  more  satisfactory  lamb  crop  than  was 
expected.  Crickets  numerous  east  of  Straw,  with  control  crew  already  in  the  field. 
Grasshonpers  hatching  in  large  numbers,  with  control  work  expected  to  start  next 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  week  ending  May  ,  1937.  -  Page  2. 


'.-^FLATHEAD :  Wea,ther  cloudy,  cold,  and  windy,  with  some  precipitn.t  ion  during  the  week. 

Favorahle  top  soil  moisture  conditions  have  hold  the  soil  from  drifting 
very  badly.  Considering  all  factors,  growing  conditions  only  fair.  Most  of  the 
Ysmall  grain_  seeded  and  in  most  sections  of  the  county  is  showing  up  very  well. 
\ivestock  in’good  condition.  Pasture  and  range  good. 

jAldF:'  Copler.^wea’fener ,  partly  cloudy;  no  prec ipita.t ion  and  an  increase  in  the 
,  ^,amcunl'^Of  wind.  Field  work  progressing  rapidly  in  all  parts  of  the 
count-^  wa'lh/^p^''ing  completed  in  the  western  part  and  sunmerfallow  operations 
start^.  iA^Mufa  and  pastures  both  native  and  tame  beginning  to  show  excellent 
growth .\^l^*ly  all  irrigation  ditches  carrying  w'ater,  and  high  water  present  in 
all  stress.  Range  lambing  continues. 


CARFIELD  -  PS'TP.OLEUIvl :  No  precipitation.  Crops  rather  seriously  suffering  in  most 

of  the  areas  by  very  high  winds.  Early  seeded  crops  show 
fairly  good  stands,  and  where  soil  drifting  has  not  been  serious  still  have  a  fair 
chance.  Many  fields  and  especially  late  seedings  practically  ruined  ly  blowing 
ort  and  drifting.  Grass  in  Petroleum  County  and  noi'thwestern  Garfield  has  made 
average  headway;  thin  stand  but  good  growth.  Southeastern  .and  central  Garfield 
County  have  as  yet  very  little  spring  grass.  Dry  and  warm  weather  very  favorable 
for  lambing;  now  over  ^Cfo  complete.  In  the  better  grass  areas  at  the  present  time 
sufficient  forage  should  be  available  to  carry  the  ewes  and  lambs  in  fairly  good 
shape.  Calf  crop  reports  below  average,  and  some  loss  due  to  calving. 

GLAC lER :  Cold,  cloudy,  and  very  windy  all  week,  with  no  precipitation.  Severe  dust 
storms  first  of  week.  High  winds  sanping  moisture  ranidly.  Practically 
all  seeding  completed.  Farmers  are  generally  all  getting  their  summerfallowing 
done.  Quite  a  large  acreage  of  grain  up  and  doing  fine,  although  cold  weather  re¬ 
tarding  growth.  Range  badly  in  need  of  rain.  Livestock  in  good  seasonal  condition, 
practically  all  outfits  going  to  have  moved  in  on  suEsmer  range.  Labor  adequate. 

No  serious  pest  outbreaks  reported. 

HILL:  Trace  precipitation  pant  week.  High  winds  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  this 

week  have  destroyed  10^  of  the  wheat  acreage,  with  another  lOfo  badly  cut  off 
and  damaged  and  future  conditions  will  determine  what  this  latter  10^’  will  do. 

Fields  are  now  in  bad  condition  and  much  more  suscentible  to  soil  blowing  on  account 
of  damage  done  during  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Range  grass  growing  only  where 
snow  banks  have  lain  and  still  some  melting  banks  have  penetrated  into  the  soil. 

No  grass  has  started  on  the  ranges  that  were  bare  during  the  thawing  period.  Li'v’e- 
stock  in  Just  fair  cord  ition. 

c. 

JUDITH  BASIN :  No  precipitation;  high  winds;  extreme  soil  blowing;  temperatures 

moderate.  Season  backw'ard.  Soil  moisture  extromol,'  lacking;  crops 
in  need  of  rain.  Doubtful  if  wheat  now  being  pi, ted  will  gerannaue  properly. 
Grasshoppers  starting  to  hatch.  Cricket  infestation  sprea'"'  throughout  the  county, 
and  anpears  to  be  serious  menace  to  creq^s  this  year  in  case  rain  should  improve 
crop  pro;Dpects.  Lam.bing  will  be  over  within  the  next  two  weeks.  Livestock  condi¬ 
tions  fair.  Calf  and  lamb  crop  good.  Range  improving  slowly.  If  rain  does  not 
come  soon,  parts  of  range  will  never  turn  green. 

LAKE :  Intermittent  rain  in  most  of  the  county  threughout  the  week,  particularly 
in  the  eastern  section.  .IS  of  an  inch  rain  fell  from  May  1  to  May  10. 

Spring  grain  up  in  most  localities  with  good  stands.  Alfalfa,  and  pastures  making 
good  growth.  Som.e  farmers  have  started  using  irrigation  water.  Shearing  started. 
Cricket  poisoning  well  under  way,  with  apparent  good  results. 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  -  BROADWATER ;  Only  appreciable  precipitation  in  either  county 

occurred  at  Lincoln.  Weather  too  cool  for  best  grow¬ 
ing  conditions.  Considerable  wind  has  depleted  moisture  sunplies.  Rain  needed 
badly  in  both  counties.  Practically  a.11  grain  crons  planted,  potato  planting 
progressing  normally.  Considerable  summer  fallowing  ccrnpleted.  Acreage  of  all 
crops  limited  to  some  extent  because  of  a  la.ck  of  ra.in  and  irrigation  water  supplier 
Livestock  in  good  condition.  Gra.ss  has  made  good  growth  despite  cool  weather. 
Reports  of  grasshopper  hatchings  increasing  in  both  counties,  poisoning  has  starte; 
in  Lewis  &  Clark  County. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Weather  dry  during  week  in  most  of  the  areas  in  both  counties 

A  few  communities  received  showers  that  were  beneficial  to 
the  grass.  Where  m<"isture  conditions  have  been  favorable,  crop  conditions  are  ex¬ 
cellent,  but  in  many  cases  crops  are  already  suffering  fromi  Icack  of  moisture  and 
farmers  are  pushing  their  irrigation  water  as  fast  as  possible.  Some  dry  land  farri¬ 
ers  are  reseeding  part  of  their  winter  wheat  fields  in  the  hope  of  securing  a  crop 
of  spring  wheat  in  place  of  winter  wheat.  Livestock  conditions  improved  during 
past  week  due  to  growth  of  new  grass  which,  in  most  cases,  has  done  away  with  the 
necessity  of  feeding  hay.  Good  results  reported  by  sheepmen  wnosr  sheep  are  lamb  in 
in  May.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  hatching  in  increasing  numbers,  with  most  of 
crickets  having  emerg:ed  already.  Gra,sshcpper  bait  is  being  prep''red  for  poisoning 
canr-iig’n,  but  no  county  funds  available  for  cricket  control. 

MEAGHER ;  Continually  dry,  cool,  and  windy.  One  shower  latter  part  of  the  week; 

Just  enough  to  settle  the  dust.  Winter  grains  retarded  because  of  dry¬ 
ness.  Range  grass  not  doing  very  well  because  of  coldness  and  dryness.  Lambing  ir 
full  swing,  but  ranchers  handicapped  because  of  lack  of  grass  and  having  to  feed 
hay.  Labor  demand  and  supply  about  equal. 

(Continued  on  Page  30 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  week  ending  May  1^,  1937  “  Page  3* 

j  MISSOULA :  ^^IgRt^^d  warm  most  of  week;  good  shower  Thursday.  Good  growing  condi- 
J^ici,p.s  /'but-.no  suh-soil  moisture  for  reserve.  Irrigation  water  turned  in 
to  most  jT^^|?g^’ion"^dis'tricts .  Not  much  water  run-off  in  mountain  streams.  Alfalfa 
and  sprjng^erainsejnakin'g^ ^_od  growth,  planting  practically  completed  for  all  spring 
crops  ■^uck 'and^pdtlitaes .  Fruit  trees  in  "blcssom.  pastures  and  lower  ran¬ 

ges  i^.^S’o^  conditiorf.  Livest^k  improving  in  condition. 

Ip?  #  ^ 

GOLI)-^^yALLEYu^divIUS01IhSHE.LL4/j!feigh  winds  the  past  week.  Soil  blowing  very  badly. 

cp  4^  sf moisture.  Weather  fairly  cool.  Winds  have  done 

con  side  rabroi^am^e  to  ^rops,  especially  the  spring  grain  just  coming  up.  Did 

not  damage  y,dnb«T!=G5jhc^  .asydadly.  Soring  seeding  about  at  a  standstill  due  to  the 
high  wini  s  and  tne^roi^hS'  Grasshoppers  are  showing  up  in  a  few  small  areas. 

Mormon  crickets  becofeingh serious  in  the  south  portion  of  the  Big  Coulee.  The  live¬ 
stock  situation  is  jus^  about  the  same  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small  a,reas ; 
the  grass  has  received  enough  growth  to  be  of  some  value.  Livestock  losses  decreased 
,j  materially  the  past  week. 

PARK :  Cool  weather  causing  grass  and  grains  to  grow  very  slowly.  Spring  grain  up 
in  southern  part  of  county,  but  field  operations  only  La].f  conpleted  in 
Wilsall  area.  Some  worm  damage  to  winter  wheat  and  quite  a  number  of  alfalfa 
j  fields  partially  winter  killed.  AH  range  livestock  on  grass,  but  grass  very  short. 

I  Hay  supplies  practically  exhausted.  Some  demand  for  farm  laborers,  especially 
experienced  irrigators.  Cricket  poisoning  will  get  under  way  next  y/eok.  Grass¬ 
hopper  bait  will  be  mixed  to  combat  early  hatchings. 

I  PHILLIPS :  Continued  dry  weather  with  moderately  high  winds  and  low  temperature. 

Considerable  soil  drifting  in  lighter  soil  areas.  Subsoil  moisture 
j  extremely  low  and  surface  moisture  going  rapidly.  T/Yarmer  latter  part  of  week. 

practically  all  crops  seeded;  some  waiting  for  rain  before  seeding.  About  half  of 
corn  in.  Sugar  beets  and  other  crops  in  valley  a,bout  90  cent  planted.  Valley 
i  farmers  irrigating  crops  up.  Most  of  early  plp„nted  crops  put  in  on  well  prepared 
ground  are  growing.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  scattered  localities,  but  not  in 
damaging  nuinbers  to  date.  Range  improving  slowly.  Most  of  the  cattle  and  sheep 
!  on  grass  with  condition  fair  to  good.  Lamb  and  calf  crop  reuorted  slightly  below 
normal.  Labor  balanced. 

j  PONDERA:  V/eather  dry  and  windy.  Considerable  soil  blowing  on  freshly  worked  sum¬ 
mer  fallow,  however,  spotted  and  streaky.  About  25^  of  the  wheat  up  and 
still  growing  good.  Some  slight  damage  done  by  high  wind  storms  this  week.  First 
operation  of  summer  fallow  approximately  100^  completed.  Range  grasses  coming  slow- 
j  ly;  extremely  cool  days  and  lack  of  moisture  has  prohibited  much  growth.  Some  in- 
!  terest  shown  in  the  exchange  of  sheep  and  cattle,  with  those  who  have  better  pasture 
j  facilities.  Some  exchange  of  milk  cows,  practically  no  movement  to  market.  Lamb 

I  crop  will  decrease  by  reason  of  lack  of  grass  and  feed  reserves.  Farm  flocks  will 
probably  average  95^!  range  flocks  will  do  well  to  avercuge  70^-  Labor  balanced. 

PRAIRIE :  NO  precipitation.  Wea.ther  cold  and  windy.  Crep  conditions  have  been 

unfavorable.  Grass  is  slow  in  starting.  A  considerable  amount  of  Grama 
grass  has  killed  out.  Livestock  is  thin  and  is  going  through  a  critical  period 
with  the  grass  getting  such  a  slow  start.  Lambing  is  in  full  swinv,  with  a  full 
percentage  of  lambs  being  saved.  Labor  supply  is  ample. 

i  RICHLAND :  No  precipitation.  Winds  throughout  week.  Crops  badly  in  need  of  mois¬ 
ture.  Soil  blowing  increasing.  No  great  outbreak  of  grasshoppers  as 
I  yet.  Livestock  in  fair  shape  as  yet;  however,  unless  the  pastures  improve  greatly, 

'  range  stock  will  suffer. 

!  ROOSEVELT :  No  precipitation  during  the  week,  and  soil  is  getting  too  dry  for  plow¬ 
ing.  Early  seeded  grains  still  looking  good,  and  stands  have  been 
I  exceptionally  good.  High  winds  on  May  11  and  12  caused  considerable  soil  drifting 

[  and  damaged  hundreds  of  acres  of  crop.  Vv'heat  seeding  practically  completed  and  some 

!  corn  in.  In  general,  farmers  have  stopped  seeding  'until  a  good  rain  cones.  Seed 
corn  plentiful.  Grass  making  very  good  growth,  particularly  in  the  west  end  of  the 
county. 

ROSEBUD:  Light  rain  first  of  week  of  some  help  in  germination  of  sugar  beets.  Higb 
winds  most  of  week  further  depleted  soil  moisture.  Considerable  acreage 
of  grain  and  new  alfalfa  blown  out.  Growth  of  crops  rather  slow  due  to  iinfavorable 
weather  and  lack  of  moisture.  Irrigati"n  fairly  general  thj’cughout  valley.  Some 
of  the  late  range  grass  has  not  started;  earlier  grass  showing  some  effects  of  drout 
Livestock  in  general  show  some  improvement  over  previous  week.  Ce.lving  and  lambing 
progressing  satisfactorily.  Very  few  grasshoppers  have  hatched  to  date. 

SANDERS ;  precipitation  .4l  inch  the  past  week  in  form  of  light  d:iowers.  Higher 

temperatures.  Good  growing  conditions.  Yfinter  wheat  making  fast  growth. 
Spring  grains  making  good  growth  'under  fair  moisture  conditions.  Fruit  trees  in 
Dlossom,  with  evidence  of  good  fruit  crop.  Livestock  making  good  gains  on  range. 
Range  grass  showing  need  of  rain. 

SHERIDAN :  Damaging  wind  for  two  days;  severe  southeast  wind  one  day.  Some  soil 

blowing,  especially  on  large  fields  and  fields  where  soil  has  been  pul¬ 
verized.  Scattered  showers  in  southeast  and  northwest  sections;  value  negligible 
due  to  severe  winds  following.  Many  fields  are  sui'fering  from  lack  of  moisture, 
especially  those  having  a  small  amount  of  snow.  A  few  fields  must  be  reseeded  due 
to  wind  erosion,  but  will  not  be  if  rain  does  net  come  soon.  Similar  to  last  week. 
Farmers  are  looking  for  work  now  tha.t  the  rush  of  spring  seeding  is  over.  No  re¬ 
ports  of  grasshopper  hatchings  to  date. 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 


•"V- 

•  ■  '  .  .  . 


r-ge  4. 

General  growing 


P Vs^mar i e s  of  Crop  Conditions  f^_r  Week  Ending  May  15  , IQC” 
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STI-LLWATEa:  "^^ather  continues  cool,  with  high  winds  prevailing. 

^  a  d.l)  po'nditions  for  grain  poor,  although  grass  is  makii'ig  fair  growth. 
Xpoor  tio-yf-glr  conditions  for  most  crops.  E.ain  needed  in  all  sections  of  county, 
g^o^e^  f ^m^er^  i^igating  sugar  beets  up.  Heavy  infestation  of  crickets  in  several 
^  are ^s, /o' county . g  Grasshoppers  hatching.  Livestock  in  poor  to  fair  condition. 
Lfembirig  in  :^^.l  ^Ving  with  good  lamb  crop  reported 

|UN  a  I  Vja  Continued  dry  and  windy.  Practically  all  alfalfa  and  pa.sture 

fields  irrigated 


Many  farmers  irrigating  grain  fields  before 
se^^ihg,  and  fields  seeded  before  irrigating  will  have  to  be  irrigated  before  crops 
will  come  up.  Seeding  of  sugar  beets  practically  finished.  Most  cattle  on  pas¬ 
ture.  Practically  no  grass  starting  in  pastures  adjacent  to  the  project.  Labor 
still  ample  for  all  the  needs. 


SWEET GRA.SS  :  Precipitation,  none.  Cloudy  and  cool,  with  considerable  high  winds 

during  the  week  which  absorbed  a  great  deal  of  moisture.  Growing  con¬ 
ditions  backward  due  to  cool  weather  and  no  moisture,  but  advancing  surorisingly 
well  considering  these  conditions.  Spring  grains  are  coming  up  with  fairly  good 
stands;  growing  slowly.  Range,  pastures,  and  hay  a.re  growing  slowly.  Alfalfa  on 
irrigated  lands  is  now  being  irrigated  and  is  showing  improvement.  Livestock  is 
on  pasture  and  range,  and  is  gradually  improving.  Lambing  in  large  flocks  on  range; 
good  results  reported.  Weather  has  been  favorable.  Cricket  control  under  w.ay. 

Some  damage  to  crops.  Crickets  growing  rapidly  and  grasshoppers  starting  to  hatch. 


TETON :  No  precipitation.  Terrific  winds  all  week.  Most  severe  duststorm  of  the 
year  last  Tuesday.  Considerable  amount  of  crop  blown  out  a,nd  cut  off  by 
wind.  Wheat  seeding  practically  completed.  Wheat  coming  up  in  eastern  half  of  the 
county.  The  later  seeding  is  absolutely  dormant  because  of  lack  of  moisture. 

Range  is  in  very  bad  shape.  Lust  storms  on  the  prairie  just  as  prevalent  as  any- 
•■'where  else.  No  grass  growth  except  where  snow  banks  lay.  Livestock  in  rather  poor 
condition. 

TOOLE :  High  prevailing  winds.  No  moisture.  Considerable  soil  blowing,  tut  no  re¬ 
ports  of  crops  being  blown  out.  Crops  coming  ■'op  in  good  shape,  but  rain 
will  be  needed  soon.  No  moisture  during  last  month.  Rain  badly  needed  on  range. 
Grass  starting  to  turn  brown.  Rills  drying  up  rapidly.  Labor  plentiful.  Cricket 
control  v/ork  has  started  along J^arias  River. 

VALLEY :  Trace  of  precipita.ticn' in  two  localities  and  three  days  of  exceedingly 

high  winds.  Growing  rpndit ions  very  unfavorable.  Winds  did  considerable 
drifting  as  well  as  further  depleting  the  soil  moisture.  Early  seedings  showing 
very  good  results,  but  the  hlgh'winds  a,nd  continued  dry  weather  has  prevented  any 
growth  the  past  week.  It  is  esbimated  that  the  high  winds  have  whipped  out  and  cut 
off  crops,  making  a  20  or  25^  crop  damage.  Sugar  beets  are  having  to  be  irrigated 
up.  Farmers  are  very  much  dls^;ouraged.  Livestock  are  losing  weight.  Lambing  get¬ 
ting  in  full  swing.  The  ewesJaave  very  little  milk  so  there  is  some  loss  of  lambs. 
No  labor  needed.  There  is  no  -outbreak  or  infesta.tion  of  grasshoppers  to  amoun.t  to 
anything  at  this  time. 


WHEATLAND :  Continued  dry,  cold,  and  windy  during  the  past  week.  Little  improve¬ 
ment  in  range  gra^o'Can  be  expected  until  rains  are  received.  Much  of 
the  early  spring  seeding  is  up .,  .Seeding  is  about  completed  in  the  dry  land  areas, 
unless  rain  is  received  at  oaoe.  Acreage  seeded  to  date  in  dry  land  areas  ^Ofo  of 
I  normal.  Lambing  well  advano^  In  county.  Several  of  the  larger  operators  are 
through.  Lamb  crop  good. 


WIBAUX :  No  precipitation.  Cod  weather.  Good  growing  conditions  for  wheat  where 
moisture  is  still  sufficient.  Consideragle  cutworm  damage  reported  from 
one  community.  High  winds  during  most  of  the  week.  Considerable  soil  blowing  over 
the  entire  county.  Some  wheat  fields  still  looking  fairly  good.  Corn  was  being 
planted  quite  generally  this  week  although  moisture  will  be  needed  before  it  will 
come  up.  Lamb  crop  reported  good  on  the  average.  Calf  crop  below  normal.  Ranges 
very  poor,  with  no  prospect  for  improvement  unless  a  good  supoly  o'  moisture  is  re¬ 
ceived. 


YELLOWSTONE :  No  precipitation.  Two  days  of  extremely  high  v/ind.  Growing  condi¬ 
tions  ■'unfavorable.  Winter  wheat  still  shows  growth,  although  greund 
is  extremely  dry.  In  some  areas  crickets  are  damaging  wheat,  but  crews  busily 
fighting  in  this  area  and  partly  keeping  them  -under  control.  Spring  grain  is  up  in 
dry  land  areas.  Beets  are  showing  good  growth  in  irrigated  areas  and  have  all  been 
irrigated.  Grasshoppers  are  damaging  some  small  acreages,  but  poisoning  operations 
are  under  way.  Corn  and  beans  are  being  seeded  at  the  present  time.  AH  crops  are 
being  irrigated  in  the  irrigated  areas.  Range  grass  showing  deterioraticn  due  to 
dry  wea.ther,  although  early  growth  w.as  excellent.  Livestock  all  in  fair  shape. 
Operators  worrying  over  prospective  drouth  conditions. 


Helena,  Montana, 
May  19,  1937. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPA 
Weather  Bureau - Buroau 


RTMENT  OP  AOEICULTURE 
of  Agricultural  Economics 


jREPORl 


OF  WEATF 


Eli  AMD  CROP  CONDITIO 


IN  M.OMT' 


For  the  Y/oek  Ending  Tcesday,  May  25,  1937. 


issued  lomtiy  by  iha  Division  of  Croa  ana  Livestock  Estimates  ana  the  Weather  tai'scu. 
Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  fodera!  Cffico  Duildiitg,  Hstona,  fdoriiana. 


While  moister  than  its  predecessor,  the  week  ending  May  25th  v/a,s  v/ell  below 
normal  in  rainfall  a.nd  too  windy  and  cool  for  good  growing  weather.  Light  to  mod¬ 
erate  snowers  gave  local  relief  in  parts  of  southeastern  and  south-central  Montana, 
but  were  inadeq_uate  elsewhere  and  almost  negligible  in  the  northeastern  counties. 
Moisture  conditions  continued  favorable  in  extreme  western  Montana,  but  declined 
further  in  most  of  the  north-central,  northeastern  and  east-central  counties  where 
continued  wind  damage  to  crops  is  reported.  Light  frosts  in  the  western  portions 
last  Lriday  v/ere  without  any  serious  damage  to  crops  and  fruit. 

Seeding  and  planting  operations  have  declined  as  a  result  of  dry  soils  and 
unless  rains  come  soon  little  further  seeding  of  spring  grains  will  occur.  Plant¬ 
ing  of  beans  and  corn  continue  in  the  irrigated  areas  of  the  Yellowstone,  but  in 
the  dryland  eastern  corn  sections  dry  weather  has  retarded  plantings  and  may  cur¬ 
tail  acreage.  Sugar  beets,  which  have  for  most  part  been  irr\g''.ted  up,  are  now 
ready  for  thinning  and  blocking  in  the  Yellowstone  Valley  anu  are  reported  making 
good  progress  in  the  west.  Condition  of  winter  wheat  varies  v/idely  with  continued 
damage  by  wind  and  drouth.  Early  spring  v/heat  is  making  little  hea.dway  and  in  some 
eastern  counties  is  becoming  weedy.  Lam.age  to  this  crop  and  other  spring  grains  by 
high  winds  is  renorted  heavy  in  such  counties  as  Valley,  Roosevelt,  and  in  Da.niels 
where  about  10,G0C  acres  have  been  seriously  hurt.  In  Choteau  and  parts  of  Cascade 
county,  where  the  month  has  been  almost  rainless,  the  spring  grain  crops  are  in 
serious  shape.  Immediate  rains  are  reported  to  be  needed  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  v;heat  area.s  of  the  State  to  prevent  further  damage  and  to  revive  the  wind- 
whinped  fields. 

In  the  irrigated  areas,  crops  have  made  fair  progress,  but  now  need  warmer 
weather.  Use  of  irrigation  water  is  increasing,  and  farmers  along  the  ditch  are 
becoming  concerned  a.s  to  later  supplies.  Shortages  are  feared  in  such  counties  as 
Beaverhead,  Cascade,  Pondera,  and  Lake  counties.  In  western  Montana  aople  and 
'^herry  orchards  have  bloomed  very  heavily:  prosnects  for  apples  and  cherries  are 
now  better  than  a  year  a.go  . 

Range  and  pasture  growth  continues  slow  rond  on  the  lighter  soils  grass  is 
now  beginning  to  curl  and  burn.  High  mountain  pastures  show  good  stands,  but  short 
growth  due  to  the  dry  cool  weather.  Ranges  in  the  plains  country  are  now  badly  in 
need  of  rain,  with  stockmen  in  some  cases  soon  expecting  to  face  the  problem  of 
finding  additional  grass  or  selling  off  livestock.  In  western  Montana  livestock 
continue  to  make  seasonal  gains,  but  are  not  do  i  rg  so  well  in  some  north-central 
areas  and  are  still  poor  in  northeastern  Montana,  where  from  Valley  County  come  re¬ 
ports  of  stunted  and  weak  lambs.  For  most  part,  however,  lamb  and  calf  crops  have 
been  reported  good. 

Grasshopper  hatchings  are  increasing,  but  as  yet  damage  to  crops  has  not  been 
large  nor  general,  and  control  programs  are  under  way  in  practically  all  of  the  in¬ 
fested  counties.  Mormon  crickets  continue  to  threaten  crops  in  some  southern  and 
southeastern  counties. 

WEEKLY  TEIvJPERATUEE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DAxA 


Station  Temperature  Total  Prec initat ion  Sunshine 


Highest 

Lowest 

This  Week.  Since  Anril  1.  percent  < 

of  possible 
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S4 

4l 

0.32 

l.l4 

Bozem,an  . 

77 

32 

0.37 

3.1s 

Cut  Bank  . 

30 

0.15 

■A  25 

* 

Fort  Peck  . 

79 

44 

0.01 

0.36 

* 

Glendive  . 

34 

4c 

0.00 

0.46 

Great  Falls  .  .  .  . 

35 

33 
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0.23 

* 

Havre  . 

86 

4c 

0.  l4 

0.62 

50 

HELENA  . 

81 

3^^ 

0.12 

-  0-79 

72 

Kalispell  . 

80 

34 

0.23 

1.80 

6s 

Lewistown  . 

84 

35 

0.32 

0.93 

Mai  ta  . 

S3 

37 

0.21 

1.00 
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72 

46 
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1-33 

73 

Missoula  . 

82 

36 

T 

1.26 

70 
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SO 

33 
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0.48 

* 
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Series  -  I937  - 

NO.  8. 
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The  following  county  summaries  ol  crou  conditions  sor  tne  weeK  enuing  jyia,y 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service: 

BEAVEEHEAD:  No  precipitation;  strong  winds;  cooler,  with  frost  one  night  in 

- Beaverhead  valley.  Irrigated  crops  in  need  of  ri'oisture  and  water 

supply  very  low.  Grass  on  ranges  good,  'but  in  need  of  moisture.  Lambing  nearly 
over,  with  good  crop  reported.  No  activity  in  wool.  Grassuoppers  hatching. 

BIG  Fi'CHN:  Showers  during  the  week  helped,  but  not  general  enough  to  do  much  good. 

■“  The  larger  part  of  the  county  is  still  dry  and  badly  in  need  of  rain. 

In  suite  of  the  continued  drouth,  the  winter  wheat  looks  fair;  spring  wheat  some¬ 
what  dubious;  valley  crops  nearly  all  irrigated;  alfalfa  making  good  growth  and 
beets  somewhat  spotted.  Range  fair,  and  cattle  in  good  shape.  Crickets  menacing 
a  major  part  of  the  county  and  Crow  Indian  Reservation.  Control  campaign  under  way 
including  such  means  as  hand  dusting  g^ons,  power  guns,  burners,  and  barriers. 
Grasshoppers  also  appearing. 

BLAINE:  Very  light  shower  of  rain  fell  Thursday  evening.  Extreme  high  winds  pre- 
vailed  the  entire  week  with  the  exception  of  Thursday  and  Friday.  Con¬ 
siderable  damage  reported  to  crop  and  summerfallow  fields  from  winds.  General 
growing  conditions  poor.  Most  farmers  have  discontinued  seeding  until  moisture  is 
received.  All  crops  on  irrigated  land  are  being  irrigated  up.  Summerfallow  culti¬ 
vation  discontinued  because  of  the  possibility  of  blowing.  Cutworm  damage  being 
reported  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  co^'cnty.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  large 
numbers  in  the  Bearpaw  Mountain  area-  Livestock  shows  very ^ little  improvement  over 
last  week.  Ranges  in  most  areas  are  poor  due  to  lack  of  moisture.  In  some  areas 
the  grass  is  now  burning.  In  the  Bear  Paw  Mountain  area,  grasshoppers  are  doing 
considerable  damage.  Stockmen  are  now  looking  for  grass  in  other  parts  of  this 
State  or  in  Dakota.  If  dry  weather  continues  much  longer  it  will  be  necessary  to 
move  stock  cut  of  the  county. 

CARBON:  Two  good  rains  were  reported  in  the  Joliet,  Fromberg,  and  Silesia  area  on 

Wednesday  and  Thursday.  Some  precipitation  reported  in  the  Belfry  area, 
with  very  little  or  none  in  the  Bridger  and  Roberts  area-  Alfalfa  making  a  very 
good  growth  and  dry  land  crops  are  much  in  need  of  moisture.  All  beet  crops  are 
well  up  and  thinning  will  start  within  a  few  days.  Grain  crops  looking  good.  The 
seeding  of  beans  has  just  started  and  some  corn  is  yet  to  be  ulantau  ^  Some  labor 
shortage,  due  to  Mormon  cricket  control  work.  Grasshoppers  are  hatching,  and  are 
reportedas  being  very  plentiful.  Livestock  condition  fair. 

CASC,U)3‘.  Cool,  cloudy  weather  throughout  the  past  week  has  minimized  crop  losses 
from  drouth.  No  precipitation  has  fallen  this  far  in  May,  making  it 
perhaps  the  driest  May  on  record.  Seeding  of  spring  wheat  is  practically  at  a  ^ 
standstill,  awaiting  improvement  of  moisture  conditions.  Mormon  crickets  contin¬ 
ued  to  threaten  crops  in  southern  sections  of  the  county  and  grasshoppers  are  repor 
ted  to  be  hatching  in  large  numbers.  Sugar  beets,  potatoes,  seed  peas,  and  other 
crops  in  irrigated  sections  looking  fair  and  if  irriga.ticn  water  holds  out,  crop 
prospects  in  those  areas  are  good.  Grass  on  upper  range  lands  is  still  fair,  and 
stock  are  in  fair  to  good  condition,  but  rain  is  baldly  needed  for  both  range  an 
crop  conditions.  No  surplus  of  labor. 

CHOUTEAU :  Continued  dry  and  windy  weather  prevails  during  the  week,  poor  grow¬ 

ing  conditions  and  prospects  for  crops  a.re  decreasing  daily.  Soil 
moisture  is  deficient  for  germination  and  general  prospects  for  the  year  are  i^ery 
poor.  Livestock  have  been  turned  out  on  the  range  and  the  grass  is  genera...  y 
inadequate.  Mormon  crickets  are  migrating. 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Hard,  drying  winds  forepart  of  week  caused  severe _ damage ^ ^ 

to  dry  land  crops.  Light  showers  received  following  winds, 
but  hardly  sufficient  to  repair  damage.  AH  dry  land  crops  need  rain.  High  winds 
have  blown  out  seme  grain  fields  and  drifted  soil  on  fallow  lands.  All  crops 
under  ditch  being  irrigated.  Beets  having  to  be  irrigated  to  get  stands  up.  Water 
supply  still  sufficient.  Grass  at  a  standstill  until  showers  came.  Early  grass  ^ 
heading  out  and  late  grass  still  more  or  less  dormant.  Livestock  continue  to  gain 
but  condition  still  rather  poor.  Lambing  continues  and  iDcrcentago  of  dry  ewes  may 
be  rather  high.  Calf  crop  fair  but  coming  slow.  Grasshoppers  appearing  on  range. 

DANIELS:  One  light  sliower  during  week.  Only  .06  inch  precipitation  thus  far^in^^ 
May. recorded  at  Scobey.  Continuous  wind  storms  soricusly  damaged  10,UUU 
acres  crop  in  Four  Buttes  and  Peerless  area,  west  central  dis^rico  of  county. 
Elsewhere  crops  holding  up  remarkably  well  considering  lack^of  moisture  and  sub¬ 
jection  to  bea.tings  of  sand  storms  v;here  planted  with  deep  furrow  drills. 
in  iT'imcdiate  future  will  revive  many  crops  damaged  by  wind; some,  however,  entirely 
blown  out.  Range  very  poor.  Some  losses  of  cattle  continue.  Lamb ing  progress ing 
well.  Molasses  feed  and  other  supplements  being  fed.  Much  interest  in  small 
irrigation  projects.  No  insect  damage  reported  to  d-ate. 

DAWSON :  Severe  wind  during  vjeek;  no  prec  ipita.t ion.  Spotted  areas  scattered  gener¬ 

ally  over  the  county  starting  soil  blowing.  Some  loss  of  crops.  ^Fields 
which  are  holding  show  grain  maintainirg  itself.  Corn  plantings  light.  Field  work 
practically  at  standstill.  Grass  continues  slow  with  only  growth  in  coulee  bottoms 
and  snow  drift  locations.  Stock  picking  up  slowly  and  outlook  none  too  favorable. 
Hoppers  beginning  to  hatch. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Extreme  high  winds.  Severe  soil  blowing  early  part  of  week.  Much 
of  crop  blown  out  and  damaged.  Scattered  showers  latter  part  of 
week  stopped  soil  blowing  for  the  time  being.  Crop  conditions  unfavorable.  >  Due 
to  smadl  amount  of  moisture,  crops  have  sliown  very  little  growth,  while  weeds  are 
growing  rapidly.  Weeds  will  be  a  factor  in  early  seedings.  Moisture  conditions 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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FALLON  -  CAETER;  (Cont’d.)  still  unfavoraole.  Lambing  operations  about  half 

through.  Many  sheep  operators  finishing  up  lambing 
operations  tnis  next  week.  Grass  fair  to  good.  Needs  moisture. 

FERGUS ;  precipitation  .26  inch.  First  rain  in  May  light  but  general  over  county. 

Will  help  all  crops  and  grass.  Spring  wheat  looking  good;  wind  has  done 

some  damage  to  crops  during  past  ten  days.  Lambing  over  half  completed.  Average 
crop  reported;  sheep  and  cattle  doing  well.  Cricket  control  men  working  southwest 
part  county.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  large  numbers  in  all  parts  of  county;  poi¬ 
soning  work  starting  this  week. 

FLATHEAD :  Very  windy  the  first  part  of  the  week.  Cool  and  cloudy  during  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  the  week.  Growing  conditions  fair,  with  sli  ht  damage  to 

crops  by  high  winds  causing  some  soil  blowing  the  first  part  of  the  week.  Moisture 

conditions  are  favorable.  Most  crops  are  planted  and  up,  but  warmer  weather  is 
necessary  for  more  rapid  growth.  Livestock  conditions  good.  Grass  making  only 
fair  growth.  Grasshoppers  are  reported  to  be  hatching  in  range  sections  of  the 
county.  Too  early  to  determine  extent  of  infestation. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM:  No  precipitation.  Cool,  cloudy,  with  several  days  h igh  wind 

both  east  and  northwest.  Growing  conditions  poor.  Further 
damage  during  past  week  from  blowing.  Spring  grass  where  started  beginning  to  show 
effects  of  drouth  in  some  areas.  Livestock  conditions  remain  unchanged.  Lambing 
almost  complete  with  weather  favorable  throughout.  Grasshoppers  hatching  out  in 
spotted  areas.  Musselshell  River  Valley  particularly  infested. 

GLACIER:  High  winds  and  cloudy.  Shower  on  Thursda,y;  very  spotted,  with  3  inches 
of  fine  hail  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  Seeding  completed. 

Range  good  on  west  side  although  generally  over  the  county  rain  needed.  Livestock 
in  good  condition.  Good  calf  and  lamb  crops  reported.  Adequate  labor.  No  pest 
outbreaks  reported. 

HILL  :  -  precipitation  .09  inch  the  past  week.  Moisture  badly  needed  over  entire 

county.  The  hard  winds  the  first  of  the  week  did  considerable  more  crop 
damage  in  the  county.  The  warm  weather  of  the  latter  part  of  the  week  has  brought 
on  the  grass  and  the  crops.  Ranges  are  improving  very  slowly.  Livestock  in  fair 
shape . 

JUDITH  BAS  IN :  Temperature  low.  Rainfall  very  slight.  Wind  excessive.  Growing 
conditions  poor.  Moisture  needed  badly.  Range  turning  brown. 

Wheat  growing  slowly  but  will  be  ruined  if  rain  is  not  received  within  ten  days. 
Soil  moisture  very  much  below  norma,!.  Soil  blOv/ing  extreme  in  some  parts  of  the 
county.  Western  end  of  the  county  in  best  condition.  Lambing  and  calving  practic¬ 
ally  complete  with  excellent  percentage.  Feed  situation  becoming  acute.  Condition 
of  livestock  fair.  The  only  green  pTO-ss  on  ra.nges  is  in  the  coulees  where  snow 
drifting  has  caused  moisture.  Labor  situa.tion  becom.ing  acute.  Many  farmers  huntin 
employment.  Crickets  unusually  numerous.  Grasshoppers  hatching  the  past  week. 

LAKE :  Scattered  showers  Thursday.  Generally  fair  remainder  of  week.  Growing 

conditions  fair.  Crop  conditions  favorable;  farmers  irrigating  alfalfa  and 
pastures.  Few  beets  being  irrigated  ur>.  Spring  grain  and  neas  normal.  Irrigation 
water  supply  below  normal.  Shearing  well  under  way  with  w-eather  cool.  Cricket 
control  work  advancing  rapidly. 

BROADW.ATER  -  LEWIS  &  CLARK:  Weather  variable,  with  fair  growing  conditions. 

Scattered  showers,  but  moisture  situation  in  general 
less  favorable  than  a  week  ago.  Drying  winds  prevalent.  Slow  growth  in  general 
because  of  lack  of  moisture.  Some  crop  land  left  idle  because  of  moisture  situatic 
Some  late  feed  crops  being  planted.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Ranges,  in  genera 
similar  to  a  week  age.  Burning  of  grass  evident  in  some  places  even  on  higher 
elevations.  Feed  outlook  for  summer,  fall,  and  winter  unf8.vorable. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Unsettled  most  of  week,  with  a  fevf  cloudy  days  and  some  bene¬ 
ficial  rains  in  several  localities  during  middle  of  week. 

Hard  frosts  Thursday  night.  Showers  helped,  but  not  enough  moisture  fell  to  benefi 
crops  and  range.  Irrigation  canals  running  to  capacity.  Reseeding  of  winter  wheat 
fields  completed, also  the  planting  of  practically  all  grain  under  irrigation.  Con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  the  acreage  of  potatoes.  Large  increase  in  the  amount  of 
phosphate  fertilizers  being  used.  Livestock  improved  somewhat.  Good  lamb  crop  be¬ 
ing  reported  by  taose  sheepmen  whose  ewes  are  lambing  in  May.  First  distribution 
of  grasshopper  poison  started  this  week. 

MEAGHER :  No  precipitation.  Continued  dryness.  Grass  almost  at  a  standstill  on 
account  of  lack  of  moisture.  Temperature  about  normal;  only  occasional 
frosts.  Only  highest  snow  left  in  mountains.  Some  winter  rye  reported  killed, 
all  grain  needs  rain.  Top  soil  very  dry.  Lambing  75^  finished;  reported  very  sat¬ 
isfactory.  Considerable  number  of  grasshoppers  hatched  on  south  fork  of  Mussel¬ 
shell.  Crickets  reported  very  serious  just  over  northern  boundary  of  county. 

MISSOULA:  Warm  and  dry  all  week.  Frost  reported  21st,  but  no  dcjoage  reported. 

Soil  moisture  low.  Rain  badly  needed.  Irrigation  started  in  all  dis¬ 
tricts.  Alfalfa  making  good  growth.  Early  planted  spring  grain  doing  well.  Late 
planted  spring  grain  not  germinating  evenly  and  needs  rain.  Sugar  beets  show  fair 
to  good  stands.  Some  fields  need  irrigating  to  get  good  stand,  potato  planting 
nearly  completed.  Fruit  trees  in  full  blossom.  Possibilities  of  good  crop  as 
Dloom  is  plentiful.  Early  vegetables  corains  on  market  now.  Cattle  being  put  on 
range.  Condition  fa.ir,  but  is  improving  with  better  grass. 
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IvJUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  ALout  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  rainfall  fell  in  the 

Big  Coulee  area  in  Golden  Valley  County.  Traces  of 
moisture  fell  in  both  counties  May  20th.  The  balance  mostly  dry,  with  high  winds. 
Soil  has  blown  considerably  in  most  areas,  with  the  exception  of  the  Big  Coulee. 

Crop  conditions  fair.  Spring  grain  comingup  and  growing.  How  long  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  without  more  moisture  is  hard  to  tell.  A  few  places  on  the  range 
turning  brown,  showing  effects  of  drouth.  Livestock  improving  on  some  new  grass. 

PARK:  Cool  weather  retarding  growth  of  grain  and  grass  and  checking  snow  run-off 

into  creeks.  Showers  Wednesday  and  Thursday  very  beneficial.  Grains ^ and 
alfalfa  looking  good,  but  no't  growing  as  fast  as  normal  for  May.  Grass  looking 
Toretty  good,  and  livestock  in  fair  condition.  Quite  a  demauid  for  fa^rm  and  ranch 
laborers.  Cricket  control  program 

under  way  iri  three  communities  and  grasshopper  poison  is  being  called  for  by  some 
farmers . 

PHILLIPS:  Weather  continues  cool.  No  prec ipita.,t ion.  Growing  conditions  poor^ 

Some  wind  damage  reported.  Spring  seeding  practically  completed.  Corn 
beinp-  planted  although  many  farmers  waiting  for  rain  before  going  further.  Early 
seedk  grains  spotted  due  to  lack  of  moisture.  Late  grains  slow.  Valley  farmers 
irrigating  all  crops  up.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  spots,  but  not  as  many  expected 
as  last  year.  Range  grass  beginning  to  dry  up.  Water  still  plentiful  from  Apri 
snow.  Livestock  condit io n  unchanged.  Rains  needed  to  revive  range.  Lamb  and  ca 
crop  reported  normal.  Labor  balanced. 

PONDERA:  Winds  have  calmed  down  considerably  this  week,  and  while  considerably 

-  cloudy,  only  a  slight  sprinkle  on  Thursday.  Spr in r  wheat  has  germinated 

and  much  was  whipped  off  by  high  winds  in  approximately  3C/0  cftne  area  of  the 
county.  Ba,rley  and  oat  crops  in  spotted  areas  of  the  county  are  showing  good 
stands,  but  need  rain  badly.  Irrigation  water  supplies  short,  and  beet  crops  may 
therefore  suffer,  or  if  taken  care  of  with  necessary  irrigation  other  crop 
such  as  gra.in  crops  and  feed  crops,  will  have  to  be  dry  farmed.  It  appears  that 
oats  and  ba,rley  will  be  the  chief  ones  to  suffer. 

pasture  grass  is  not  growing,  and  the  continued  drouth  is  worrying 
local  ranch  owners.  Range  grass  is  brown  and  very  little  growth  is  started  due  to 
the  drouth  and  cool  weather.  It  is  expected  that  if  range  cannot  be  secured  for 
both  cattle  and  sheep  that  some  liquidation  may  start  by  June  1st.  Labor  balanced. 


PRAIRIE:  No  precipitation.  Dust  storms  with  heavy  winds.  Crop  condit ions^ un- 

favoroLle.  Grasshoppers  hatching  in  considerable  numbers.  Wind  has 
damaged  con  sj  O';  nabJ-e  wheat  although  wheat  on  land  properly  preoared  still  has  a 
chance  of  Tcx.'ng  feed.  Livestock  in  fair  condition,  but  is  confined  to  the  ^  cou¬ 
lees  where  tf.  ■  ee  is  grass.  Lambing  in  full  swing  with  a  fair  percentage  being 
saved.  Supply  of  labor  ample. 


RICHLAND:  Hard  drying  winds  during  entire  week  caused  considerable  soil  blow^ing.  ^ 
Temp eratuies  generally  moderate  to  cool.  No  priecipitat ion  of  any  value, 
soil  moisture  below  normal.  Crops  suffering  from  lack  of  moisture  and  wind _ erosion 
in  dryland  areas.  Seed  has  blown  out  of  some  fields.  Grasshoppers  are  beginning 
to  hatch  in  places.  Some  seeding  of  grain  crops  held  up  awaiting  rain.  Growth 
of  crops  on  irrigated  land  retarded  due  to  low  temperatures  and  need  for  early 
irrigation.  Irrigation  necessary  in  most  cases  to  start  sugar  beets.  Native  grass 
growth  very  slow.  Livestock  still  in  generally  poor  condition. 


ROOSEVELT:  Continued  dry  with  high  winds  May  IS  and  I9,  doing  much  damage  to  crops. 

Probably  10  per  cent  of  the  seeded  wheat  acreage  has  been  destroyed  ana 
another  10  per  cent  must  have  rain  soon  to  recover.  Fields  undamaged  oy  winds  arc 
standing  drouth  exceptionally  well.  All  field  work  delayed  ^until  rain  comes*,  ^ 
little  cut  worn  dama-e  reported.  Hoppers  appearing  on  sandy  soi  .;n  but  hatching 
is  not  general  enough  to  indicate  severity  of  infestation.  Ranges  _  and  pastures  so 
poor  that  farmers  are  considering  the  need  of  further  redu.cing  their  herds. 


SHT^'IDIV:  Continued  dry.  High  shifting  winds;  some  soil  blowing.  Cool.  Growing 

conditions  fair  where  moisture  is  sufficient.  Some  crops  blown  out,  du. 
will  not  be  reseeded  until  it  rains.  Southwestern  and  western  section  of  county 
very  dry  for  crops.  In  general,  moisture  must  come  within  ten  days  or  serious  crop 
damage  will  result.  Shortage  of  grass  is  acute.  Stockmen  considering  whether  to 
ship^livestock  to  grass  or  sell.  Cutworm  damage  reported;  grasshopper  hatching 
increasing. 


STILLJATER:  Weather  cool  and  cloudy  most  of  the  week  with  high  winds.  .Op^lnch^ 
moisture  in  Columbus  on  May  21st,  with  considerable  more  reported  in 
spots  around  county.  Moisture  brightened  up  grass  considerably,  but  crops  are  be  1 
the  usual  growth  at  this  time  of  year.  Considerable  winter  wheat  killed  by  lack  c 
moisture  and  winds.  Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition.  Some  pasture. 


S WEE T GRAS S :  precipitation  . 50  inch  during  the  week.  Weather  partly  cloudy  and^^ 
warmer.  Growing  corditions  greatly  improved.  Spring  grains  growing  ^ 
rapidly,  w'ith  good  stands  generally.  Winter  wheat  spotted  and  not  growing^as  rapi 
ly  as  spring  grains.  Hay  crops  are  growing  rapidly  under  irrigation.  Irrigation 
uni er  way  on  most  ranches.  Livestock  is  growing  rapidly  on  grass.  Crickets  doin^ 
soiiE  damage  to  crops.  Grasshoppers  hatching  rapidly. 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 
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TOOLE;  High  prevailing  winds  most  of  week.  No  moisture  to  speak  of.  Nearly  all 
crops  are  up,  including  those  seeded  most  recently.  Looking  good,  hut 
need  moisture  hadly  in  order  to  bring  on  the  growth.  Range  grass  needs  rain  badly; 
beginning  to  turn  color.  Labor  plentiful.  Cricket  control  work  well  londer  way  on 
the  Marias  River. 

valley ;  Still  no  rain.  High  winds  throughout  the  week.  Growing  conditions  are 
very  unfavorable.  In  the  irrigated  valley,  crops  are  being  irrigated  in 
most  cases  to  bring  them  up.  Dry  land  section  crops  have  been  blown  aut ,  buried,  or 
cut  off.  One  community  has  been  damaged  approximately  70^,  and  the  entire  county 
approximately  30^*  I-  there  is  any  rain  within  the  next  few  days,  there  will  be 
some  forage  crops  seeded  in  the  dry  land  areas  for  winter  feed.  Cattle  and  horses 
are  looking  very  good  cons  idering  the  spring.  Sheep  are  holding  their  own  at  the 
present  time.  Lambs  are  rather  small  and  in  many  cases  very  weak.  There  are  some 
losses  throughout  the  oo  unty  in  both  calves  and  in  lambs.  The  grass  the  past  week 
has  stopped  growing  entirely.  Grasshoppers  are  hatching  in  a  few  places,  particular¬ 
ly  on  south  slopes  and  where  protected  from  the  wind;  not  serioas  enough  to  cause 
any  damage  at  this  time. 

YiHEATLAND :  Continued  dry  central  and  eastern  part  of  county.  Light  rains  during 

the  week  in  west  and  southwest.  Somevdiat  warmer  during  week.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  hatching,  but  spotted. 

WIBAUX;  Local  showers  in  northern  and  southern  localities  of  the  county .helped 
crops  in  those  areas.  Weather  cool.  High  winds  forepart  of  week,  with 
a  great  deal  of  soil  blowing.  Grass  showing  some  improvement,  but  will  not  get 
very  far  without  moisture.  Many  are  getting  short  of  pasture,  and  will  have  to 
move  cattle  soon  if  conditions  do  not  improve.  Except  small  areas  where  moisture 
was  received,  planting  has  practically  stopped.  Two  reports  of  grasshoppers  hatch¬ 
ing.  Livestock  showing  a  little  improvement. 

YELLOWSTONE:  Hot  and  dry  first  part  of  week.  Showers  Wednesday  and  Thursday  even¬ 
ings.  .32  inch  of  precipitation.  Cooler  Friday  and  Saturday.  Beets 
are  practically  all  up  and  some  blocking  and  thinning  has  been  started,  planting 
of  beans  and  corn  still  under  way.  Farmers  irrigating  crops  in  the  irrigated  dis¬ 
trict.  Rain  was  of  great  value  to  farmers  in  the  dry  land  sections.  Both  winter 
and  spring  grains  looking  very  good.  Alfalfa  showing  good  growth.  Rain  was  of  con¬ 
siderable  benefit  to  range  grass.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Lambing  practically 
over.  Shearing  in  some  parts  of  the  county  is  getting  under  way.  Grasshoppers 
hatching  out.  Cricket  control  program  in  full  swing,  but  infestation  is  very  much 
worse  than  was  expected.  Laborers  fighting  to  keep  crickets  on  south  side  of  river. 
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V/oather  Bureau 


.  j.  vr  ilWAiUUiJ  '.UAIb 

-ivureaa  of  Agricultural  Econccuic 


REPOHl'  OF 


WEATHEE.  ANID  CEX)iF  GOHDITION3  IN  lECNTVAlA 
I'or  the  Week  Esdirjg  I'lsesday,  June  1,  lvJ7. 


hssuea jointly  ty  iha  Division  of  Crco  ana  Ltvesiack  Esimmics  cnc  -Jio  HEeaihar  fJar-Gaa. 

Oitices:  fourth  Floor,  todoia!  LfEco  Building,  fleiana,  kontann. 

Drought  conditions  were  renorted  becoming  critical  for  mo-t  iryland  crn-nq 

‘--day,  Ahlh  wohng 

good  'ramrocou?  Stht'nhhfneh  tef  An  A  "™P  =  '  --d  unlefs 

rnr.  a  next  ten  da/s ,  the  loss  will  become  particularly  severp 

im  d  P--*  °P  central  and  eastern  Montana.  Good  rains  are  also  needed 

immediately  for  keeping  the  ranges  alive,  and  stimulating  the  gjorth  11^0^ 

Showers  visited  almost  every  section  of  the  State  during  the  week  but 

wLk  tern  >orarily  stopping  soil  blowing.  High  temiueratures  early  in  the 

crops  Best  rain?  Ar^th^™  Particularly  unfavorable  for 

krtlof  rartohhd  h  yeyok,  amounting  to  an  inch  or  more,  occurred  in  limited 
Bureau  Indi enter!  ^  Powder  River  counties.  Early  reports  available  at  the  Weather 

normal  pr^lpUatWIf?  't^fsAf ifsA  lAeW"" 

ire  of  ®-™®y-dl®''"-ne  has  largely  teen  discontinued  because  of  soil  blowing  plant- 
rfb^e  Alge  ofhmSr  “  “f  Py-^PO-nhed,  but  if  good  rains  occur  in  June^honhdf 
AdhfhnUnuh  to  Sfh  Ef  hurriedly  seeded.  As  much  water  as 

dwindle.  irrigation,  with  supplies  generally  beginning  to 

slow.  WeIt®ohthh°?vdh  y-dows  are  good  generally,  although  growth  has  continued 
parts  of  Coi.dpTi  vniio  n  d  rlgyr  county,  from  Gallatin  to  Sweetgr,ass,  and  in 
ih  hoh  h An  by  ^-d  Musselshell  Counties,  crops  and  ranges  .are  reported  com- 

inr  fi  A  "  ^  ^  Shane,  but  in  other  sections  are  reported  st  :r_lin,  still  or  deter¬ 
iorating  because  of  drought.  n  aeiier 

r,®viHp  wheat  is  good  in  Gallatin  Valley  and  west  of  the 

joint  ire  short  in°?pr^  elsewhere.  It  is  burning  seriously  in  the  southeast, 

wheat  it  snottPH  and  beginning  to  head  in  Sanders  County.  Snring 

Beets  are  ^  ™  ^eans  and  potatoes  has  been  completed. 

Beets  are  be^ng  thinned  and  blocked.  The  beet  stand  is  reported  excellent  in 

has  been°done^ showing  well  under  irrigation;  some  early  cutting 

anH  continue  gaining  west,  and  are  mostly  in  fair  condition  in  central 

movpt  iespite  adverse  drought  and  feed  conditions.  A  few  are  being 

has  Shearing  is  making  good  progress.  Lambing 

p  -0  ally  ended.  Shipping  of  wool  has  started  from  the  Flathead  district. 

dam-P-e  campaign  has  intensified.  Crickets  are  spreading  and 

tatinrq  nVve  has  o-curred  in  connection  with  grasshonper  infes¬ 

tations  other  than  note  being  made  of  steady  increases  in  numbers  in  most  areas. 

w  reports  inu.icate  hoppers  have  diminished  after  the  first  hatchings. 


JVEEKLY  TEIvIPERATIIRE  AND  PESCIPITATION  DATA 


S  t at  ion 

B il lings  ... 

Bo  zeman  .... 

Cut  Bank  .  y4 

Port  Pe^k  .  93 

Cl endive  .... 

Creat  Falls  . 

Ha-v^re  . 

HELENA  . 

Kali spell  .  .  . 


Temperature 
Highest  Lowest 

•  S7 

79 


Total  Prec ipita-t ion 
This  Vif’eek  Since  April  1. 


Sunshine 
percent  ef  Possible 


jewisl 


■•n 


Malta  . 

Miles  City 
Missoula  . . 
Poplar  . . . . 


99 

80 

S4 

7S 

79 
83 
92 
94 

80 

96 


^3 

o.i4 

1.28 

* 

37 

0.^6 

3.24 

* 

3^" 

0.25 

1 . 1-? 

* 

45 

0.3s 

0.74 

46 

o.i4 

:  .60 

* 

35 

0.26 

0.49 

3S 

O.lo 

o.sc 

74 

3S 

0.07 

o.s6 

59 

36 

0.42 

2.22 

76 

3^ 

0.06 

0.99 

* 

35 

0.C2 

1.C2 

* 

48 

0.27 

1.6c 

66 

4c 

C.63 

1.89 

70 

42 

T 

'J.4s 

Series  -  I937  -  Ho .  9 . 
Helena,  Montana. 

Jiine  2,  1937. 


*No  data. 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  liamCnd,  Divn.  of  Crop  &  Livestock  Estimates, 
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The  following  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  May  29,  1937, 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service: 

BEAVEHEAD  Heavy  rain  reported  in  Big  Hole  section  past  week;  no  precipitation  in 
Beaverhead  valley;  weather  cool ,  moisture' needed.  Water  supply  Ioyi.  Practically 
all  seeding  done.  Finishing  up  lambing,  no  activity  in  wool.  Gras '’hoppers  are 
hatching  on,  range  land  and  crop  land  in  Dell  area, 

MG  HOF''  ho  prficipitot ion  during  most  of  the  v/esk  ending  v/ith  terrific  vHnd  and 
dust  storii,  which  di'd  considerable  damage  to  spring  seeded  crops,  Winte'r  wheat 
burning  and  the  spring  wheat  noarljr  hopeless  unless  moisture  comes  within  a  fev/ 
days.  Valley  crops'  are  fair'.  Beets 'being  irrigated  the  second  time  b'-H''ore 
thinning  which  is  Under  v/ay  no\;.  Psnge  fair  but  suffering  from  la'ck  of  moisture. 
Livesto'ci^  fair  in  spite  of  drought.  Crickets  sp'ro-ading  and  menacing  with  control 
campaign  intensifiud.  Grasshoppers  also  appearing  in  large  numbers. 

ELAIHE  Light  3how--:r  Saturday,  not  sufficient  to  do  any  good.  ConsiderablL;  wind 
the  foro  part  of  'oeek.  All  crops  on  dry  land  at''a  standstill.  Crops  on  irrigatud 
land  that  have  received  first  irrigation  arc  doing  very  nieely.  Many  farmers  have 
discontinhod  sure.ierf allow  operations  because  o'f  possibility  of  soil  blov/ing.  Cut¬ 
worms  'fepo'fted  and"  some  damage  donc  in  northern  part  of  County.  Grasshoppers 
hatching  in  large  numbers  south  of  Milk  Elver,  Livestock  conditions  about  the 
same  as  last  we^k.  Eange  grass  deteriorati’^g  rapidly  due  to  lack  of  moisture. 

CABBCtr'  Very  little  preci'pitation  this  w^ek.  High  winds,  drying  conditions  i'n  m'ost 
sections.  Alfaira''and  winter  wheat  making  &  V'^ry  good  gro'ath.  Most  beanf planting 
completed.'  Thinning  of  beets  well  under  way.  Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Labor 
well  in  hand,  altho  some  shortage  of  fanu  labo'r  is  reported.  Mormon  cricket  con¬ 
trol  work  is  being  carried  on  in  some  le  comraun iti-.3  with  a  possibility  'of  tvro  more 
being  'ready  to  start.  Mixing  of  grassho'pper  bait  is  progressing  and  plontif’jl 
hatchings  are  reported,  altho  infestatio-r  seems  to  ba  diminishing  after  the  first 
hatchings . 

CASCADE  'iTo  p'recipitation.  High  w'inds  a^d  cool  weather.  Co’nST'dera'ble  damage  to 
sp'fing  and  winter  \:h'6at  left  by  wi-^ds',  grasshoppers,  crick,jts  '’ne  catw;orms.  Both 
range' grass  and  griin'  crops  are  showing  the  offe'ets  'of  droiighw.  Cricket  eradi¬ 
cation  'work  progressing.  Most  crop  land  sdjoiri-ng  inf'est-ed  areas  being  protected. 
Crops  On  irrigated  land  are  looking  fairly  well.  Groin  is  up,  sugar  beets  and 
potatoes  a'fe  all  planted*' '■-nd  m'ost  of  the  beets  are''with  good  st'ands.  Sheep  a-nd 
cattle  boin'g  moved  to  rango  l‘':nds  ,''but  without  'fa iri  the  grass  in  the  foothills 
will  last  Only  a  short  time  a-nl  many  farmers  continue  to  lic^uidato  small  herds 
of  cattle. 

CHOITTEAU  Co'nti’^usd' dry  ''v.d  windy  until  today  wh'en  wo  ‘are  having  light  sh'owors, 

Soil'  n^s  been  blowing  all  weuk.  Winter  wheat  conditions  very  poor.  Spring  wheat 
coming  up''ve ry'  spottGd'.  Conditions  for  a  crop  ^'ru  veiy  di'seouraging ."  Livosto'ck 
being  turned  on  the  ranges  but  grass  is  Vury  short.  'Morraon  'cricket  infestation 
very  hepvy,  W.P.A.  'c row's  of  "about  100  men  '’.re  working  to  control  this  post. 
Grasshopper  situation  os  yet  not  reported  as  serious, 

GU STE E-P Oli'/D'E R  hIV'E R  '  Continued  digging  a/inds.  Rain  n^'Qded  b'r-dly.  All''crops  beginn¬ 
ing  to  curl  except  under  irrigation.  'Thistles  nearly  '-s  high  '’s  grain.  Mo'istu'fe 
will  h'ive  to  come  soon  to  save  dry' land  crops.  Y/ator  'supply  still  sufficient  in 
Tongue  River  and  ranchers  irrigating  heavy.  Alfalfa  under  irrigation  making  'good 
grov/th,  Newly  seeded  crops  irrigated  to  get  started.  Sheep  and  cattle  continue 
to  do  well  for  the  present  with  so  little'  stuff  on.  the  range.  '  Early  grass  headed' 
out,  Ko  chance  for  later  feed  unless  plenty  of  rain  comes  soon.  No  restocking  in 
prospect  this  y'oar  'unless  grass  and  hay  crops  ^-tq  made.  No  labor  needed.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  appearing  in  all  areas. 

DMIELS"  Light  local  showers',  not  on'uf  to  stimulate  jjln-pt  growth.  Further  deter¬ 
ioration  of  early  seeded  gr'?in  crops  noted  from  effects  of  driftin'g  'soil.  No  ‘op- 
perent  injury  to  grain' from  lack  of  m'oisture  alone  evidunCod.  Lain  aoed'od  soon 
however  to  revive  grain  injured  by  wind,  Pract'ically  all  field  opc  .  tions  suspend¬ 
ed  pending  rainfall'.  Should  ampl-j  p recipitat'ior  fall' during  .-arly  Pune  co--'Sider- 
able  acr'jage  'emergency  feed  crops' will  be  planted.  In  \7o rst  bloi,'  'areas,  stockmen 
are  on ‘'.eavorin.g  to  I'ocato  add'itionr.l  pasture  fo'r  livestock.  Somo  ne-'vly  hatched 
grasshoppers  appearing  adjacont  to  buck  brush  •'nd  hillsides. 

DAvVSON  Drought  conditions  continue  rath  wMok  ending  in  Quito  warm  liGmpo natures 
which  had  not  preva'iled"  up  to  this  time,'  and'  sovor'c  blowing  for  a  short  period. 

Small  grai-n  crop's  in  many  areas  remain  i'-  condition  to  provide' at  least  feed,  if 
moisture  w'buld  only  come.  Considerable  destruction  from  blowing  has  'occu'fred. 
Rasture  conditions  rapidly  becoming  critical.  Grasshoppers  hnichod  in  consiorable 
numbers  in  several  localities. 

FALL ON-G ARL'EE  Dry  w'e"-th.jr  \,'ith  trace  of  showers  in  sca.tto'fod  'parts  of  the'  counties. 
Crop  conditions  very  unfavorable.  Grasshoppers  ■".re  hatching  and  noticed  in  gre'at 
numbers  in  certai'n  areas  of  the  County,  They  will  bo  n  menace  to  crop  conditions 
this  yocar.  Our  onl'y  hope  is  rain.  L'ambing  just  -abouVover,  from  Lair  to  good. 

Mcriy  dry  ewes  show'ing  up.  Glass  drying.  Very  badly  in  need  of  rain. 

(Continued  On  Page  2.) 
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FSEGUS  Dry  ani  Hot,  followed  Hy  noot  sGVore  duststoir.i  in  history  of  county  Friday 
-aftornoon.  Crops  befiinvii^y  to  suffer  fron  lack  of  noisture.  V/inter  wheat 
beginning  to  joint  in  height  nct  to  exceed  six  inches.  Spring  wheat  still  has 
chance  witlfsuff icient  raoisture.  First  cattirg  of  nlf^'lfa  prcactically  lost.  Live- 
shock  holdino:‘'up''well  ,  but  aro“gettinG  pasture  only  in  coulees.  Hills  are  becon- 
ing"  niore  brewn  O'nd  "vater  gc5tting  short.  Livestock  will  be  noved  unless  sone  chontS® 


is  noted.  Cricket  control  under  way.  Getti 
irg  in  lar;-e  nunbers.  Canpaign  oxp'^ctod  to 


n  a,  '  :o  od  r‘.j  s  ul  t  s  . 
start  next  week. 


G rassshoppe rs  hcotch- 


FL iiTHBi J)  Very  windy 'first  part  of  week;  bur  on  Friday  a  general  rain  fell  through 
out  the  county.  The  rain  was  needed,  since  raoistuie  loserves  were  dis¬ 
appearing  very  rapidly.  Crop  conditions  generally  good  except  for  a  fev;"  areas 
whore  sor.io  of  the' fields  wore  blown' out  in,  spots,'  \/ire  wo  r.is  reported  in  a  fov/ 
areas,  cl3i.iage"'bGinrd'conf in.ed.  to  corn  opd  late  plantings  of  oats.  Livestock  in 
good  'condition.  ‘'Lange  and  pastures  good.  A  carload  of  wool  will  be  shipped  Tues¬ 
day  On  con si'^ni'ccin. t » 


GiLLiiTiK  Lo  p'rec'ipitati'in  and  wari..ie'r  with  on  increase  in  anount  of  wind.  Both 
groin'  and  hay  crops  showing  ‘particul'arly  good  grov;th  for  the  present, 
but  there  are  indic-rtions  also  that  winds  during  the  p^'-st  week  have  dried  out 
much  of  the  surface  soil.  High  period  passed  in  nest  strooris  and  irrigation  is 
ge'rie  ral ,  on'd  being  pushed" at  a  rapid  rate.  Snail  grain  and  peas  being  irrigated. 
Range  lambing  coupl'^ted  and  shearing  of  farm  flocks  Under  'way. 


GARFIELD-PET ECLElEd  Scatfered  3ho\;er3  brought  little  relief  11'  the  droughty  con¬ 
dition,  Two  severe  dust  storms  wlthd'acconpan'y'ing  soil  drift¬ 
ing.  Tempo  rature  becoming  wanior  during‘v;eok.  Declinin'  crop  cond'itions,  still 
limited  areas  could  be  saved  by  sufficient  noisture,  See'ding  of  com,  corie  arid 
surmier  food  crops  \all  be  very  small  Ththbut  precipitation.  Range' becoming  in¬ 
sufficient  in  eastern  Cnd  s  utdiorn  soction‘s.  General  livestock  'condition  fair 
for  se'cison.  Grasshopper's  reported;  and  found  hatching,  to  an  extent  of  severity 
Only  ip  scattered  sections, 

GLACIER  Vindy  all  week  except  Friday  when  we  hau^'licavy  rains  in  ‘the  western  apd 
no’fthern  port  of  the  county  tapering  down  to  a  rx-'dro  sprinkle  in  the 
southwestern  ‘part.  ISTbirial  tempo  rature  s ,  Crops  cor.iing  cl'ong  fine'.  Some  grain  cut 
off  by  the  wind, "but  none  destroyed  conplotely.  Range  in  good  condition.  Live¬ 
stock  i‘n  good  condition.  Adequate  labor.  Several  rather  la  rx-  acreages  reported 
as  taken  by  cutworms , 

HILL  Precipitation:  ,09  inch.  Continued  dry  weather."  Some  soil  blowing  during 

the  past  week.  Soil  is  -very  susceptible  to  blowing  with  ‘every  slight  breeze. 
Grain  growing  very  slowly.  Range  conditions  fair.  Livestock  ip  fair  condition. 

JUDITH  BASIN  Precipit'ation  slight  an.'l  scatterod.  Tempo rature's  lev.',  H'j_'gh  winds 
prevailing.  Consideroblo  damage  from  so'il" blowing.  Spring  wheat 
blown  out  in  many  cases.  iUl  crops' apd  forage  badly  in  poed  of  noisture.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  hatchip'g  in  large  puirbers  in  some  areas.  Food  extremely  short.  All  live¬ 
stock  novd  op  range  Opd  c'alvip'g  and  lambing  practically  complete,  A  largo  portion 
of  the  range  has  pot  turned  entirely  groop  this  spring, 

L,.'iKE  Light  showers  over  c'ounty  in"niddle  'of  week  did  consil'crable  good.  Grovang 
conditions  good.  Gentle  r'ain"ovor  entire  coupty  f allin  ;  Saturday.  Beets 
practically  all  up  with  sone  thinning  started'.  Fair  to  g:ooo  stands  cf  beets. 
Farmers  are  irrir  ating  crops  in  all  irri'gationg'dist  ricts .  i'Al  crops  doing  very 
well,"  Rains  di‘l  considorablo  good  to  range  lands  ‘Ond  livestock  are  in  goad  con¬ 
dition",  Shearing  ab'eut  completed.  Labor  coning  in  from  other  areas  seeking  ‘em¬ 
ployment.  Cricket  infestation  more  serious  than  was  expected  r,nd  are  migrating, 

LBUS  &  CL-.RK-BROiijmrER  Scattered  shov;e rs  of  small  value  to  crops  and  grass. 

Cool  to"low  temperatures  have  ‘slowed  crop  and  grass 
growth.  Drying  winds“in  both  counties.  Crops  show  definite  need  cf  noisture  in 
all'parts  of  both  counties.  Need  of  moisture  is  bec'br.iinm  quite  serious',  opc-r^'to'rs 
using"linitod  irrigation  water  supplies  to  best  advantm/go ,  Livestock  'in  fair  con¬ 
dition,  Fo'ed  prosp)ects  appear  unfavorable.  "Grass  bu'rnin.g  .jenorally  rind"foed 
crops  lacking  noistu'fe.  G‘r  as  shoppers  hatching  out  gene  rall'y  ip  both  counties  apd 
considerable  poisoning  being  dope.  Federal  bait  nahorials  needed  badly, 

MiJDISON- JEFFS RSOm  H'davy  shower  in  South  Bc'uldor  and  Harrison  areas  Frid'ay  vHth 
"Only  trace  of  moisture  in  other  communities.  "Crops  in  many 
loc'alities  suffering  from  lack  of  water  with  ranges  ropidly  'dryipg  up.  Irrigation 
being  crowded  as  rapi'lly  as  possible."  Many  already  experien  cing  a  shortage,  jill 
possible  water  is  being  taken  from  mon'y  streams.  Grasshopper  and  drought  situ¬ 
ation  said  to  be  voorst  in  experience  ip  this  area.  Shortage  of  range  and  pas'ture 
but  as  yet  lives'tock  have  not  suffered  from  la'ck  of  feed.  Shearing  s'tarted  op  a 
small  scale^  during  past  week.  Some  cattle  being  trailed  to  summer  range, 

liEAGHER  Continued  fetal  dry'uptil  Friday  afternoon",  light  shower.  Temperature 
normal  during  day,  nights  cold.  Grass  burning  in  lo’wer  country.  Dry 
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lancl  grain  at  strina-still ,  Lato  plantings  not  gominating,  from  lack  of  moisture. 
Lambing  about  finisKou,  Livestock  all  in  good  fleslf.  Average  to  good  shearing 
expected.  Little  infestation  of  grasshoppers  over 'entire  county,  medium  in  spots. 
Fraspects  generally  very  poor  for  tho  coming  season. 

MISSOULA  Tv,-o  good  showers  totaling  .'65‘'inch  of  rain  during  wook.  Weather  worri'and 
some  wind.  All  crops  making  noimal  growth,  Mois'ture  vdll  be  very  bene¬ 
ficial  to  oil  crops  especially  for  late  seeded  crops,  for  which  soils  were  too  dry 
to  germinate,  irrigation  in'" full  progress  on  all  projects.  Water  is  nOw'’avail- 
coble  Under  the  new  Frenchtdwn  Eo'clamation  Project*.  Beef  cattle  all  out  on  range. 
Range  generally  in  good  condition.  Lower  hills  and  cheat  grass  pastures  starting 
to  dry  up, 

IILSSELSHELL-GOLLEN  valley  Winds  not  quite  as  bad"the  past  -Week  os  they  have  been 

the*'past  month,  GrotTing  conditions  good,  but  short  of 
moisture  to"grow  anything.  V/ihter  wheat  that  has  not  boon  damaged  by  cutworms  is 
still  looking  veiy  good.  Spring  vdioat  shows  slight  effects  of  drou'-it,  and  it 
would  still  be  time,  if  rain  came,  to  m3kG"f airly'good  crops*.  Lambing  just  about 
completed  with  very*'good  lamb  crop,  both  in  percontage  and  in  -uh^',  lambs.  Calf 
crops  about  51%  of  normal. 

PIlSK  Drying  winds  de*creasing  crop  prospects  con*sidorably.  All  farmers  cn  irri¬ 
gated  areas  *using  all  the  \73t*Gr  possible  in  effort  to  make  meximum  uso  bo- 
forc  efeeks  go  down.  Alf*alfa  locking  good  but  grain  *nct  doing  very  well,  Liv*e- 
stock  in  fair  condition  and  new  grass  i3*'fe.irly  good  now.  Cffasshoppe rs  hatching 
out  very  thick  in  most  areas;  cricket  control  program  well  under  v;ay, 

PHILL IPS  Wi*dely  scattered  loc.al  showers  rangi'^rj;  from  trace  to  ,20  inch.  Con¬ 
tinued  cool  wea*thGr  w*ith  only  moderate  winds.  Slightly  w*arr.ier  latter 
part  of  week,*'  Grovang  c*onditions  slightly  improved,  *'Spring  planting  completed 
with  exception  of  com  and  feo*d  crops.  More  rain  is  nOcidod  to*' start*'crops*.  Total 
acreage  crops  put  in  this  spring  *dbcut  30%  less  than  193G,  Range  co’^dition  poor. 
Livestock  barely  holding  their  own.  Calf  and  lamb  c  r.jp  reported  about  normal, 

PONDERA  High  wind*s  v/ith  spotted  showGrs*'on  Friday  a*nd  Saturday  of  thi3*'week.  Pre¬ 
cipitation  a*ppr*6xinately  two-tenths  of  an  inch.  Wheat  has  b^en  sev*eroly 
damaged."'  If  rains  continue,  some  prospects  for  a  crop  togetho'f  with*' reseeding  to 
th*G  ext*b-nt  of  3*t  least  75%,  Food  crops  are  subject  to  sane  conditions  of  high 
winds  and  blomng  of  "silt  as  it  has  never  blown  before.  All  range  grass  "is  brown 
arid  fas  stopped  growing.  Some  1*0 cal  exchange  of  liv*estock,  but  no  movenent*'to 
terminal  narkot's,  "Milk  "cov/s  going  down  in  ‘production  duo  to  lack  of  feed  and  dry 
land  farms  dependinj_;  upon  water  holos  nre  in  a  critical  condition . 

PRAIRIE  Weathe*f  conditions  unfavorable  for  past  week*.  No  precipite fieri' and  big 
'wind  and  dust  storm  Friday,  Crops  are  sho'wing*' of focts'  of  cortinuo'd 
d*fought  and*adver30  conditions.  Grasshoppers*'hatching  in  larg*  --nml  rs,  Ra'nges 
and  crop  land  badly  "in  need  of  moisture".  Considerable  wind  "a^rosi^'n  is  taking 
place  even  on  tho  range  where  there  is  no  protection,  Lanbin,"  ia  about  completed 
with  g*bcd  percentage  being*'savGd,  There  is  sene  trolk  of  shipping  cattlo  from  the 
western  portion  of  tho  county  whore  there  is  little  feed.  Supply  is  ample  for 
labor, 

RICHLAND  Do  precipitation,  liot  and  dry  during  latter  port  of  v/eek.  V/in'ds  during 
fore  part  of  week  caused  soil  drifting  and  crop  danago.  Dry  land  grain 
c’fcps  suffering  from  lack*'of  moisture.  It  is  estimoted  that  from  ono-fourth  t*o 
ono-holf  of  grain  cfops*'in  dry  land  parts  of  tho  county  severely  Scifiag*-!  by  wind. 
Grasshoppers  Hatching  in  largo  nuribors  in  some  areas",  Sorm"'poisoning  vrark  start¬ 
ed,  Reports  indicate  that  blister  beotles  are  3hcvring"'ap  in  irrigated  parts  of 
valley.  Boots  ‘are  mostly  up  buf'sono  cult-ivat ion"' taking  place.  Native  grass"' 
pastures  and  ra‘nges  also  suffering"  frion  drought  and  srxil  pa  tone's  that"  we're  on'ce 
green  this  spring  are  already  beginning  to  dry  up.  Livestock  condition  unchongari, 

ROOSEVELT  Continued‘'d ry  with  but  ono  snail  section  of  the  c ounty"  receiving  any 

ra'ins.  Unusually  warm  days  May  27  and  28  dariaged  grain  crops  sevo'fely. 
Farmers"  in  gone  ml  n’dw  ‘despair  of  getting  any  grain  crop  this  year.  Some  corn"'be- 
ing  planted,  but  'plaRting  is  withhold,  on  the  bulk  "of  acroage.  "'Cutworms  damaging 
early  planted  com  and  some  grain.  Pasture"'ord  range  situation  nest  se'fious  yet 
faced  by'stockmon .  Grass  very  short.  Continued  hot  dry  weather  is  making  all  live¬ 
stock  men  worry  about  food  and  water  supplies, "'  Some  cattlo  moving  to  market  and 
to  out-of-stato  pastures.  Grasshoppers  hatching  but  no  serious  infestation  reported 

ROSEBUD  No  procipitat'ion .  Higher  tomporatures  with  loss  wind  'prevailed  during 

\7eek.  Wind  and  drifting  soir  havo  taken  25%  of  dry  land  grain.  Drought 
has  already  taken  another  25%,  Dry  land  crops  will  b"e  "total  loss  without  rain  for 
another  week."'  Irrigated  crops  doing  woll .  Beot  thinning  ob.' at  half  completed 
vri-th  good  ste.n-ds  generally  reported.  Livestock  generally  dci'ng  veil.  Range  grass 
burning  badly,  G'fnss  and  v/ator  shortage  will  be  serious"' in  another  two  weeks  in 
n'orth  half  of  county.  Lambing  conploted  with  fair  percGnta.go.  Grasshopper's  'do¬ 
ing  'Vury  little  damage,  only  a  few  requests  for  bait  so  far.  Cricket  poisoning 
started  on  Custer  Forest  during  the  vreek,_. 

(Continued  or  Page  4) 
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tions  poor."  All  dry'lan'i  crops  sliovjing'nOGd  of  raoistu'ro.  Winter  wlioat 
making  slow  growth  and  starting  to  head.  Dry  land  meadows  making  slow  growth  with 
outlook  for^'a  very  low  yield,  IrrigatGd''’crops  backv/ard  vath  low  water  supply. 
Livestock  in  good  Cv;nditicn ,  Range  drying  rapidly  from  winds  and  low  moisture, 

SHEPID-dil  Light  shovjors  of  no”pa"fticulr-f  benefit  to  crops,  two  ho t‘' days,  otheiv;isG 
cool  and^'cloudy',  continuod  wind,  Crop3‘'wi  thout  sufficient  m,  isture  ore 
drying  out.  Continued  wind  is*'dar:icaging.  crops  even  though  there  is  sufficient 
moisture,  Sirnmorfallow  well  under  way  but  undor  adverse  conditions.  Some  st.,/Ck 
reported  dying  from  dust  and  sand  in''stonachs Doif^Tjon  will  need  hay  for  feed  in 
next  two''wcGks,  Grass  growth  slow  arid  found  only  in  coulees.  Surplus  of  labor 'is 
increasing.  Grasshopper  hatchings  under  way,  some  demand  for  bait  v/hich  is  being 
supplied, 

STILLWATER  Consideroble  vj'ind  during  entire  week  wibh  a  particularly  high  mnd''on 
Friday,  The  eAtiro  coun’ty  is  badly  in  need  oT  rain.  Ports  of  county 
including  Broadvievr,  Molt  ond  sections  south"of  Yellowstone  still  hove  a  chsnce 
of  a  crop  if  rain  is'  rGcoived  in  the  next  ten  days  or  tvo  weeks.  Irrigation  in 
irrigated  sections  in  full  swing.  Scattered  reports  of  grasshopper  danagb.  Poison 
available  for  farmers,  "'Cricket  dusting  continues  in  six  areas'  in  the  county. 

Grass  is  fair  to  good  in  the  county  and  as  yet  there  has  been  ho  stock  moved  be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  feed.  Prospect  of  hay  crop  much  brighter  than  last  year. 


SUIT  RIVER  PROJECT  General  weather  condi'tions"' remain  d'ry,  Far.jrs  vS.ill  irrigating 

fields  for  seed  germination.  Seeding  is  practically  Onc-half 
finished,  being  delayed  because  of  irrig"ating  before  seeding.  Crops  oh  land‘'irri- 
gated  last  "fall  geminated  and  started  in  very  good  shape.  Posture  conditions 
about  holding  thoir  own,  but  noed  moisture  badly, 

S^WSETGRASS  Trace  of‘'precipitation .  Partly  cloudy  and  cool"'during  week.  Growing 
conditions  fair.  Heeding  rain.  Grass  at  a  standstill;  sujmifallov;  on 
dry  Ian-  ceased  duo  to  drought.  Crops  under  irrigation  Going  very  v/ell ,  consider¬ 
ing  tho  cool  weather,  Seoding  ad.1  completed,  "Livestock  growing  rapidly  on  grass. 
Good  results  in  late  lambing.  '  ShGaring  starting  in  small  flocks,  "  Reports  of  con¬ 
siderable  loss  in  calf  cr"op3  in  some  herds  from  Bang’s  and  poor  condition  of  cows. 
Grasshoppers  hatching.  Unable  as  yet  to  determine  extent  of  infestation  duo  bo 
cool  weather  retarding  the  hatch.  Crickets  growing  rapidly  and  spreading  to  now 
areas.  Control  campaign  to  date  has  saved  sei-er.al  crops. 

TOCLE  Higbfwinds  the  fore  part  of  week  moving  considGrablo  soil  in  pa^fts  of  the 
County.  Gene  rally"' cool ,  No  precipife  tion ,  Much  of  grain  is  at  a  standstill  and 
some  spots  ore  turning  color  duo  to  insuffic'iont  moisture.  Stock  in  fairly  good 
Condition,  Part  of  the  rongh  grass  is  turning  brown  except  for  the  coulees  where 
Snow  was  drifted.  L'abor  plentiful.  Grasshoppers  beginning  to  appear  in  places. 
Cricket  control  is  under  way  alop.g  Marias  River, 

YiJiLEY  Trace  of  pre’eipitation  in  localities,  with  ,34  rec'orded  at  Fort  Pock,  Dry 
land  ciDps*'in  majority  of  ca'sos  aro  practically  c"dne.  Few  fields  of  subi- 
me rf allow  "that  didn’t  blow  are  holding  'op  pretty ,  well",  Dh  the  irrigated  sections, 
potatoes  "apd  other  crops  boing  irrigate;!  for  the  sec"dnd  and  third  time.  Live¬ 
stock  oven  wi'th  a  shortage  of  grass  seems  to  he  taking  on  a  little  flesh,  particul¬ 
arly  cattle  ■n"nd‘'horses ,  Grass  has  sfopped  growing,  but  has  considerable  strength. 
Lambing  beginning  to  ta'pe'r  off  with  only  a  fair  lamb  crop.  Ccwlv’^s  "id  v'ery  well. 

No  labor  needed,  but  men  need  work  badly.  Grasshoppers  have  been  hatching  out 
heavily  past  few  warm  days,  "No  signs‘'of  crickets  at  this  ti:io,  E^iw  cutYrorms  be¬ 
ginning  to  show  up  in  dry  land  sections, 

YfflEATLANP  Heavy  rain  in  southv/ost  comer  of  county.  Other  parts  dry  vTinds  during 

week  with  soil  blowing".  Some  grasshopper  danage‘'being  feported  on  crops. 
Crops  burning  badly  with  exception  of  southw"Gst  part  of  county,  Consiulerable  dam¬ 
age  to  crop  due  to  high  ?dnds  and  soil  bloYmpg, 

WIBAUX  Two  days  during  week  very  hot,  remainder  of  w'eok  q.uite  cool",  "'High  winds 
part  of  week  with  some  soil  blowing.  Dust  storm"  Friday  cvenfng.  Wheat 
cfop  is  disappearing"’ fast  from  g  rass hoppers ,  cut  worms  and  soil  blowing.  The  hope 
is  to  get  moisture  and  raise  son"e  feed.  Shortage  of  postures  reported.  Some 
cattle  T/ill  have  to  be  moved  soon, 

YELL OWSTONE  Hot  and"'dry  "with  high  winds.  ‘'Beets"'no3try  thinnoS  and  bLocke"d  and  in 
excGllG"nt  "condition,  B'ea.ps  rund  corn  up  and  looking  good,  Vvinter 
wheat  h"61ding  its  own  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  but  d'eteriorating  rapidly 
in  tho  northern  part  due  to  drought,  Irrigated‘'c  rops  all  looking  good.  Live'stock 
in  good  condition  on"’irrig8t"Gd  pastures,  but  range  "operators"' short  of  Y/ater  and 
grass‘'i‘s  drying  up"'in  "certain  areas.  Grasshoppor"'info3tat"ion  very  spotted  with 
poisoning  oporatio'ns  undofway.  Mormon  cricket  infestation  still  Yory  sevoro  with 
467  men  actively  ongagod  in  fighting.  Crickets  have  been  hold  on  the  south  side 
of  tho  river  so  far, 

TETOn  Extremely  windy  practically  all  week.  Precipitation  for  week  .19,  Growing 
conditions  havo  boon  very  poor.  Hundreds  of  acre’s  of  crops  have  been  blown 
out  so  badly  that  it  will  not  rocovor.  Irrigated  sections  are  having^to  irrigate 
crops  up.  Dry  land  wheat  very  spotted.  Wheat  on  strip  fallovir  standing  up  in  good 
shape.  Will  need  heavy  general  rain  within  next  10  days  to  save  balance  crop  not 
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blo%  out.  Grass  practically  no  grovrth,  Esngo  is  in  worse  shape  it  has  over 
been,  accoi'cl.inp;  to  old  tifricrs,  A  lot  oT  cattle  have  been  moved  to  narketV 
M  st  of  the  fanners  selling  out  their  entire  herd  due  to  pasture  conditions. 


